Prayer of the Church, Christmas Day, 2018
Father in heaven, with great joy and humble awe we acknowledge Your dear Son to be the Word made flesh. We rejoice that because He is now our brother, we have become Your sons and daughters in our Baptism. Keep us, Your children, in true faith in You and in fervent love for one another. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, give us joy in serving You. Your Son gladly served You by His humble willingness to honor His earthly parents, growing in wisdom and knowledge, and taking His place in daily life. Teach us to rejoice in our daily lives and callings in our homes, our work, our land and Your Church. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious Lord, the great mystery of the incarnation was first believed and proclaimed by common men and women: Mary and Joseph and the shepherds. Give us confidence to tell the joyful message of our Savior’s birth, life, death and resurrection, that Your Spirit may work the miracle of faith as He wills. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, guide all who administer and judge our laws in this land. Preserve us in justice and truth, and make us faithful citizens, honoring those in authority over us. Wherever rulers spurn Your calling to serve justly, are hostile to Your truth and persecute Your people, turn them from their evil and protect Your Church. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Father, You sent Jesus to serve the poor and forgotten before the wealthy and powerful. Keep us from false confidence in the earthly blessings You bestow, and fill our hearts with generous love toward the destitute and the suffering, that they may see Christ’s love in ours. Visit and relieve the sick and the injured [especially _______________]. Heal them according to Your mercy. LIYM, hear our prayer.
