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The Fifteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost
September 13, 2020

Zion Lutheran Church
 Kearney, Nebraska
Confession and Absolution

606 I Lay My Sins on Jesus
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Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

P
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C
Amen.
Exhortation                                                                             LSB 151
P
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins                                                                    LSB 151
P
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Absolution                                                                               LSB 151
P
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C
Amen.
Service of the Word

Introit                                                           Psalm 143:1–2; antiphon: v. 9
Deliver me from my enemies, | O Lord!*

I have fled to you for | refuge!
Hear my prayer, O Lord; give ear to my pleas for | mercy!*

In your faithfulness answer me, in your | righteousness!
Enter not into judgment with your | servant,*

for no one living is righteous be- | fore you.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Deliver me from my enemies, | O Lord!*

I have fled to you for | refuge!

Kyrie                                                                                        LSB 152
A
In peace let us pray to the Lord.

C
Lord, have mercy.
A
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

C
Lord, have mercy.
A
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

C
Lord, have mercy.
A
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

C
Lord, have mercy.
A
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C
Amen.
Gloria in Excelsis                                                                     LSB 154
A
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.

C
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Salutation and Collect of the Day

P
The Lord be with you.

C
And also with you.
P
Let us pray.

O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C
Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading                                                Genesis 50:15–21

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.

A
This is the Word of the Lord.

C
Thanks be to God.
Gradual                                                                      Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.
Fear the Lord, | you his saints,*

for those who fear him lack | nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,*

but the Lord delivers him out | of them all.

Epistle                                                                           Romans 14:1–12

1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.


5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.


10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall confess to God.”

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

A
This is the Word of the Lord.

C
Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia and Verse                                                                    LSB 156
C
Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.
Holy Gospel                                                                 Matthew 18:21–35
P
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.

C
Glory to You, O Lord.

21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.


23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

P
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C
Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit

843 “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive”
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Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003744

Tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

C
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Prayer of the Church

Offertory                                                                                 LSB 159
C
What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
Service of the Sacrament

Preface                                                                                    LSB 160
P
The Lord be with you.
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P
Lift up your hearts.
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P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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Proper Preface
P
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus                                                                                    LSB 161
C
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Lord’s Prayer                                                                           LSB 162
P
Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C
Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord

P
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini                                                                              LSB 163
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C
Amen.
Agnus Dei                                                                                LSB 163
C
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit

Distribution

609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive

1
Jesus sinners doth receive;
    Oh, may all this saying ponder
Who in sin’s delusions live
    And from God and heaven wander!
Here is hope for all who grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

2
We deserve but grief and shame,
    Yet His words, rich grace revealing,
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim;
    Here our ills have perfect healing.
Firmly in these words believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

3
Sheep that from the fold did stray
    No true shepherd e’er forsaketh;
Weary souls that lost their way
    Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh
In His arms that they may live:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

4
I, a sinner, come to Thee
    With a penitent confession.
Savior, mercy show to me;
    Grant for all my sins remission.
Let these words my soul relieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

5
Oh, how blest it is to know:
    Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow
    By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

6
Now my conscience is at peace;
    From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
    And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

7
Jesus sinners doth receive;
    Also I have been forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave,
    I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

Text: Public domain

611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be

1
Chief of sinners though I be,
Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that I might live on high,
Lives that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine,
I am His, and He is mine.

2
Oh, the height of Jesus’ love,
Higher than the heav’ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea,
Lasting as eternity!
Love that found me—wondrous thought!
Found me when I sought Him not.

3
Only Jesus can impart
Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n,
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,
Faith and hope to walk with God
In the way that Enoch trod.

4
Chief of sinners though I be,
Christ is all in all to me;
All my wants to Him are known,
All my sorrows are His own.
He sustains the hidden life
Safe with Him from earthly strife.

5
O my Savior, help afford
By Your Spirit and Your Word!
When my wayward heart would stray,
Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply
While I live and when I die.

Text: Public domain

685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

1
Let us ever walk with Jesus,
    Follow His example pure,
Through a world that would deceive us
    And to sin our spirits lure.
Onward in His footsteps treading,
    Pilgrims here, our home above,
    Full of faith and hope and love,
Let us do the Father’s bidding.
    Faithful Lord, with me abide;
    I shall follow where You guide.

2
Let us suffer here with Jesus
    And with patience bear our cross.
Joy will follow all our sadness;
    Where He is, there is no loss.
Though today we sow no laughter,
    We shall reap celestial joy;
    All discomforts that annoy
Shall give way to mirth hereafter.
    Jesus, here I share Your woe;
    Help me there Your joy to know.

3
Let us gladly die with Jesus.
    Since by death He conquered death,
He will free us from destruction,
    Give to us immortal breath.
Let us mortify all passion
    That would lead us into sin;
    And the grave that shuts us in
Shall but prove the gate to heaven.
    Jesus, here with You I die,
    There to live with You on high.

4
Let us also live with Jesus.
    He has risen from the dead
That to life we may awaken.
    Jesus, You are now our head.
We are Your own living members;
    Where You live, there we shall be
    In Your presence constantly,
Living there with You forever.
    Jesus, let me faithful be,
    Life eternal grant to me.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003744

Stand

The Dismissal

P
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.

C
Amen.
Thank the Lord                                                                        LSB 164
C
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.
Post-Communion Collect

A
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C
Amen.
Benediction                                                                             LSB 166
P
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C
Amen.
818 In Thee Is Gladness
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Text and tune: Public domain
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Prayers for Our Members

	Robin Baker, Bailey Hockemeier, 
Leah Vogel
	Expectant Mothers

	Norman Abels (Brookestone Meadows – Elkhorn)
	Healing

	Judy Ahrens
	Healing

	Vaughn Albrecht (Northridge)
	Healing

	Tom & DyAnn Altwine
	Healing

	David Banner
	Healing

	Lyle Colsden (Mother Hull)
	Healing

	Brenda Fletcher
	Healing

	Pat Flodine (Cambridge Court)
	Healing

	Vi Fox (Prairie View)
	Healing

	Verleen Gentry
	Healing

	Ruby Hatfield
	Healing

	Sandy Heiden
	Healing

	Chelsea Herrera
	Healing

	Carol Kreutzer
	Healing

	Betty Mustard
	Healing

	Roger Riekenberg
	Healing

	Marion Richmond
	Healing

	Geraldine Roeder
	Healing

	Louis Westman
	Healing

	Bev Nuttelman
	Cancer

	Kim Vos
	Cancer


	Prayers for Our Members’ Family & Friends

	Brandon & Shannon Howell (Quentin & Janel Lange’s friends)
	Family

	Ava Jean Winnie (Nic Kitzing’s cousin)
	Healing

	Will Brennemann (Jami Helmbrecht’s father)
	Healing

	Don Berg (Evelyn Heiden’s brother)
	Healing

	Reg Duke (Westman’s brother-in-law)
	Healing

	James Gentry (Verleen Gentry’s son)
	Healing

	Lois Hanson (Pastor Hanson’s wife)
	Healing

	Roger Hoffman (Marc’s father)
	Healing

	Vernon Knight Jr. (Brenda Fletcher’s brother)
	Healing

	Sharon Kreutzer (former member)
	Healing

	Lyra Mais (Zion student)
	Healing

	Randy Solomon (Beth Rosenthal’s father)
	Healing

	Mary Ann Mertz (Pam’s Uhlir’s friend)
	Healing

	Roy Reynolds (Verleen Gentry’s son-in-law)
	Healing

	Janet Stalder (Carol Florang’s sister)
	Healing

	Ron Halvorsen (Jeff’s dad)
	Cancer

	Carol Haubold (Don Helmbrecht’s sister)
	Cancer

	Tyler Holland (Quentin & Janel Lange’s brother-in-law)
	Cancer

	Randy Jochum (Ken Hockemeier’s brother-in-law)
	Cancer

	Fred Koch (Pam Uhlir’s cousin)
	Cancer

	Lynda Kreutzer (Rich & Carol’s sister-in-law)
	Cancer

	Sharon Mulhair (Pam Uhlir’s cousin)
	Cancer

	Becky Rathkie (former Zion teacher)
	Cancer

	Jeannie Schmidt (Lisa Splittgerber’s sister-in-law)
	Cancer

	Tyrone Uhlir (Pam’s nephew)
	Cancer
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	Sunday, September 13 ~ 9:00am
Acolyte:  Abigail Lange
Elder: Rich Kreutzer
Usher:  Marc Hoffman &

            Steve Junge
Engineer:  Shawn Starkey
Announcer:  Brooke Fisher
Altar Guild: Carol Gaunt & 

                   Liz Gaunt
	Sunday, September 20 ~ 9:00am
Acolyte:  Addison Helmbrecht
Elder: Eric Rosenthal
Usher:  Roger Riekenberg &

            Robert Glanzer
Engineer:  Jared Nuttelman
Announcer:  Jesse Florang
Altar Guild: Carol Gaunt & 

                   Liz Gaunt





	Sun

09/13
	9:00a
10:30a
	Divine Service
Radio Broadcast 1460am

	Mon

09/14
	7:00p
Birthdays
Anniversaries
	Mary Martha - FH
Amy Tonniges
---

	Tues
09/15
	1:30p
Birthdays

Anniversaries
	Sleeping Mats
Church Council - CANCELLED
Grace Burger
---

	Wed

09/16
	8:25a

9:00a

5:45p

7:00p

Birthdays

Anniversaries
	K-8th Chapel

ECE Chapel

Midweek Class
Adult Choir
Jordan Hockemeier
Herb & Linda Johnson

	Thurs

09/17
	7:00P
Birthdays
Anniversaries
	Men’s Bible Study
Masie Dulitz
---

	Fri

09/18
	Birthdays
Anniversaries
	---
Lee & Phyllis Wells

	Sat

09/19
	5:00p

Birthdays
Anniversaries
	Divine Service

Trevor Hoehner
Bertha Mariena
---

	Sun

09/20
	9:00a
10:30a
Birthdays
Anniversaries
	Divine Service
Radio Broadcast 1460am
Madisen Eckhoff
John & Juanita Musfelt




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sound Engineer – Zion is in search of volunteers to help with the audio and video of our worship service.  Training will be provided.  Please contact the office or Pr. DeLoach if interested or with questions.
Church Council – The church council meeting for September has been cancelled.  

A Bible Study – is prerecorded and available each Sunday, along with a study guide you can use to follow along.  We are studying the three lessons for the day—the Old Testament, the Epistle, and the Gospel. Go to Zion’s website www.zionkearney.com to access the video and study guide.
Mary Martha - will meet on Monday, September 14th at 7:00 pm in the fellowship hall.

Men’s Bible Study - will be Thursday, September 17th at 7:00pm

Adult choir - began on Wednesday, September 9, at 7:00 p.m.  In order to spread out more we will be rehearsing in the sanctuary by the piano up front.  Feel free to wear a mask if you are more comfortable doing so.  You are invited to join us if you like to sing and want to give glory to God!  If you have questions please text or call Carol DeLoach at 627-2279.  
Midweek - classes for all Zion public school youth (4th grade or older) has started.  Classes will go from 5:45 to 7:00 pm.  Students need to bring a 3-ring binder (one inch or more), their bible, catechism, and hymnal.  Please text or call Pr. DeLoach (308-627-5260) with any questions. 

Zion Golf Tournament – The annual 2 person Zion golf scramble will be held on September 27th at 1:00 p.m. at the Elks Country Golf Course.  Come and enjoy fellowship and fun all while supporting Zion.  There are sign-up sheets in the narthex, attached to the September Sower, or contact the office.
Offering during this time.  If you are not able to attend live Church Services, you may: drop your offering in the mail slot by the south doors, mail it to the church, or use online giving option at zionkearney.com.  If you have any questions or need assistance please contact the office at 308-234-3410 or school@zionkearney.org.  Thank you for supporting of your church!

The Lord’s Prayer Booklet – There is a Lord’s Prayer Booklet, to assist with your devotions, on the counter in the narthex.  Feel free to take one.  These are compliments of Pastor & Carol Gaunt.
Radio Broadcast & Altar Flowers - Please help Zion spread the Gospel!  This is a great need during this time, many people are listening to our broadcast during this time.  There are also many openings for altar flowers.  Please help beautify the sanctuary.  
Nebraska Strong – Nebraska Strong has left Zion with some brochures about coping during an infectious disease outbreak.  It is free and confidential. The brochures are located in the narthex or by the church office.

Mission Offerings for this quarter will support Rev. Jonathan and Anita Clausing.  If you would like to donate to this mission please use the mission envelopes located in the narthex.  Thank you for your support.

Apple Market Receipts – Apple Market receipts will be accepted from register dates September 1, 2020 – March 1, 2021.  Please turn in your receipts to the office to earn free things for the school!
Family Fresh Receipts –Don’t forget that Zion collects Family Fresh receipts any date.  Please turn them into the office.  

Boxtops –Boxtops has discontinued the labels on the packages.  They now have an app for your smartphone to redeem qualifying products.  If you do not have a smartphone or don’t want to install the app turn your grocery receipts with qualifying boxtop products into the office and they will get scanned to continue to earn money for Zion.

Blood Drive  - On Monday, September 14th Heartland Lutheran High School will be holding a blood drive from 8:30am-2:30pm.  For an appointment please contact Mrs. Zehendner at 308-385-3900.
Heartland Lutheran Golf Tournament - The annual golf fundraiser for Heartland Lutheran High School will be held on September 19 at Indianhead Golf Course.  It is $300 per team of four players. If you wish to donate, but not participate in the golfing there are options for that as well.  Feel free to call the school for more information at 308-385-3900.
LWML Gifts of the Heart – There are boxes in the narthex for the parent-child center in Lexington.  Donations include, but are not limited to:  toilet paper, paper towels, laundry soap, undergarments, diapers, etc.  Please have your donations in by October 7th.

LWML Fall Rally – will be held on October 10th at Trinity Lexington from 9:00-1:30.  Registration is $5.00.  The theme is ‘Focus on Faith’.  Coffee and donuts will be served at 8:30am.  There will be a free will donation lunch.  Please RSVP to Carol Kreutzer by September 27th if you plan on attending.  
Copier – Zion has an old copy machine that needs servicing.  We would like to give it to the first member who claims it.  It is a bigger machine with copy, scanning, and faxing capabilities.  You are welcome to call the office or stop by to check it out.




Today’s Radio Broadcast is given to the Glory of the Lord in memory of Wayne and Dorothy Sikes





Today’s flowers is given to the Glory of the Lord by Don and Shirley Helmbrecht
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Offering: $6,885.50
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