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Holy (Maundy) Thursday
  April 13, 2017 + 7:00 p.m.

Zion Lutheran Church & School

Kearney, NE + (308) 234-3410
Rev. James DeLoach, Pastor + (308) 627-5260
Rev. Doug Gaunt, Pastor + (308) 455-0552
Tony Splittgerber, Principal + (308) 293-0168

A warm welcome to all our guests!
Please sign our guest book in the narthex and let us know how we can be of service to you.  If you are a member in good standing of a sister LC-MS congregation, we invite you to commune with us.  Members of other church bodies with whom we are not in confessional fellowship are asked to please refrain from communing.  Our pastor will be happy to visit with you about our desire for true unity in Christ and how that is connected to our communion practice. All communicants need to register in the narthex prior to the service.
The service for Holy Thursday is the first service in the celebration of the holy three days of Christ’s Passover, commonly known as the triduum (Latin for “three days”).  It culminates the Lenten period of preparation for Christ’s Passion and Resurrection and leads into His sacrifice on our behalf. As such, this service, like that for Good Friday, exhibits a mood of restrained joy.  It consists of four parts: 
· the service of corporate confession and absolution signals the end of the Lenten preparations with the absolution and peace of Christ that stand at the center of the Three Days.

· the service of the word focuses on Christ’s humble service to His disciples and to us as He establishes His last will and testament, a provision enacted by His death on the Cross. 

· the service of the sacrament is what our Lord first instituted on this most holy night.  On the night He was betrayed He mandated His Supper, where He gives us His holy body and blood.  These bestow the benefits of His death and resurrection—forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 
· the stripping of the altar demonstrates the depth of Christ’s servanthood as the altar is reverently stripped in preparation for the solemn observance of Jesus’ death on Good Friday. 
This service begins our journey through the three days of Christ’s Passover from death to life and from captivity to freedom.
Gathering in silence, we reflect on God’s Word to prepare for confession and to receive Holy Communion.  You are invited to use the “Self-Examination Questions based on the Holy Ten Commandments” which are located in your hymnal or pew rack.
Please stand
Corporate Confession and Absolution
p. 290-91
When all have been absolved, the congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord by saying, “Peace be with you.” 

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY
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The Lord be with you. 
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And with thy spirit.
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O Lord Jesus, You have left us a remembrance of your Passion in this wonderful sacrament.  Grant that we may so receive this sacrament of your body and blood that the fruits of your redemption may continually be manifest in us; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
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   Amen

Service of the Word

OLD TESTAMENT:

Exodus 24:3-11
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 This is the Word of the Lord. 
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 Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL
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Christ entered the Most Holy Place once for all by His own blood,
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 Having obtained eternal redemption.
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 He is the mediator of a new covenant,
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That those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance.
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 He provided redemption for his people;
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 He ordained his covenant forever.

EPISTLE:

 

Hebrews 9:11-22
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 This is the Word of the Lord. 
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 Thanks be to God.

Please stand
VERSE
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Having loved His own who were in the world,


He loved them to the end.
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 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 26th Chapter.
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Glory to you, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL:


St. Matthew 26:17-30 
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 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Praise to You, O Christ.








Please be seated

HYMN # 446: 


Jesus, Greatest at the Table 

SERMON

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Please be seated

OFFERING 

Service of the Sacrament

Please stand

PREFACE & PROPER PREFACE


p. 160-61
SANCTUS







p. 161
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING



p. 161
LORD’S PRAYER






p. 162
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD




p. 162
PAX DOMINI + AGNUS DEI



p. 163
DISTRIBUTION






p. 164
HYMN # 620: “Jesus Comes Today With Healing” 
HYMN # 625: “Lord, Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread”  

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT


p. 166
HYMN # 445: “When You Woke That Thursday Morning” 


 

Due to the unified nature of the services of the triduum, the benediction is omitted on this day. It is spoken on Easter Sunday to conclude all the services of the Three Days.
Stripping of the Altar

The candles are extinguished and we pray Psalm 22, which our Lord prayed from the cross.  The communion vessels are reverently removed from the altar, the altar is stripped, and the chancel is cleared. This reminds us of how our Lord endured being forsaken by the Father while suffering and dying on the cross, which remains our focus during the solemn services of Good Friday.  As we pray the Psalm and observe this rite, ponder anew all that Jesus has done for you and your salvation because of His great love for you. 

Pastor prays odd verses and congregation the even verses. 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning?

O my God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, and am not silent. 

Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel. 

In you our fathers put their trust; they trusted and you delivered them.

They cried to you and were saved; in you they trusted and were not disappointed. 

But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people. 

(Pause)

All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads: 
 "He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him. Let him deliver him, since he delights in him."

Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made me trust in you even at my mother's breast. 

From birth I was cast upon you; from my mother's womb you have been my God. 

Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 

Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me.

(Pause)
Roaring lions tearing their prey open their mouths wide against me. 

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me.

My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death. 

Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet.

I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me. 

They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing. 

(Pause)

But you, O LORD, be not far off; O my Strength, come quickly to help me. 

Deliver my life from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dogs. 

Rescue me from the mouth of the lions; save me from the horns of the wild oxen. 

I will declare your name to my brothers; in the congregation I will praise you. 

You who fear the LORD, praise him! All you descendants of Jacob, honor him! Revere him, all you descendants of Israel! 

For he has not despised or disdained the suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden his face from him but has listened to his cry for help.

(Pause)

From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly; before those who fear you will I fulfill my vows.

The poor will eat and be satisfied; they who seek the LORD will praise him-- may your hearts live forever! 

All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations will bow down before him, 

for dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules over the nations. 

All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go down to the dust will kneel before him-- those who cannot keep themselves alive.

Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord. 

They will proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn-- for he has done it.

· At the conclusion of the Stripping of the Altar, please leave the church in silence, pondering what Jesus has done for you by His death and resurrection.

Holy Week Worship Schedule

Serving Zion This Evening

Elder: Craig Nuttelman
Engineer: Rich Kreutzer

Acolyte: Allison Wilkens 

Usher Captain: Marc Hoffman/Steve Junge
Altar Guild: Shirley Helmbrecht & Denae Kuhl 

Good Friday, 14 April 17, 2:00pm ~ The Chief Service
Elder: Craig Nuttelman

Engineer: Jared Nuttelman

Acolyte: Jessica Zehendner 

Usher Captain: Robert Glanzer/Roger Riekenberg

Altar Guild: Shirley Helmbrecht & Denae Kuhl 

Good Friday, 14 April 17, 7:00pm ~ Vespers Tenebrae
Elder: Craig Nuttelman
Engineer:  Jared Nuttelman 


Acolyte: Kiara Clark 

Usher Captain: Fred Flessner/Keith Nuttelman
Altar Guild: Shirley Helmbrecht & Denae Kuhl
Holy Saturday, 15 April 17, 7:00pm ~ Easter Vigil
Elder: Craig Nuttelman
Engineer: Rich Kreutzer


Acolyte: Zach DeLoach 

Usher Captain: Dan Oertwig

Altar Guild: Shirley Helmbrecht & Denae Kuhl

Easter Sunday 7:00am & 9:00am 

Elder: Jeff Halvorsen

Engineer: Shawn Starkey

Acolyte: 7:00 Harry Strong 
9:00 Alexandra Splittgerber 
Crucifer: 7:00 Gabe Bates
9:00 Reilly Fisher
Usher Captain: Roger Riekenberg/Bob Glanzer


Announcer: Carol Kreutzer
Special Music: Adult & Bell Choir 

Altar Guild: Ellen Hockemeier & Rachael Burger 
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