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Christmas Eve Service
24 December 2019 + 7:00 p.m.

Zion Lutheran Church & School

Kearney, NE + (308) 234-3410

Rev. James DeLoach, Pastor + (308) 627-5260
Rev. Doug Gaunt, Pastor + (308) 455-0552 

Tony Splittgerber, Principal + (308) 293-0168

· We are delighted that you are here to remember this most holy night when God’s own Son was born to save all humanity.

· We ask that you do not take pictures during this worship service.  If you record the service, please do not distract others.

· May God’s Word and the Christmas hymns you hear and sing provide you and yours with “peace on earth and goodwill toward men!”

Pre-Service Music: 









Adult Bell Choir 
“Away in the Manger”
“Angels We Have Heard on High”
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”
PROCESSIONAL HYMN:  O Come, All Ye Faithful (LSB 379) 
All Stanzas Sung by All

O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him Born the king of angels: Refrain
Refrain:
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
    Christ the Lord!


Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God In the highest: Refrain

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n!
Word of the Father Now in flesh appearing! Refrain
P: 
In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.

C: 
Amen.

P: 
Unto us the Christ is born.

C: 
Oh, come, let us worship Him.

P: 
Let us worship our Savior with our children as they tell the story of His birth.  Jesus is pictured as a lamb throughout the Holy Scriptures.  We join with Old and New Testament believers in hearing the lamb prophecies and then rejoicing in their fulfillment.

C: 
Our Lord Jesus, the Lamb of God, was born in a manger in Bethlehem.
The Lamb of God Chorus:

a. 
A stable isn’t a good place for a king to be born,

b. 
or even for a regular baby to be born,

c. 
or for Jesus to be born,

d. 
but it’s a perfect place for a lamb to be born.

I. The Introduction
1. 
The birth of Jesus Christ is most remarkable when we understand “why” He is born.  He is born without sin in order to do what we could not.

2.
We are flawed and imperfect, but Jesus is sinless and perfect.

3. 
Jesus fulfilled the law perfectly for us.  As the Lamb without blemish, Jesus was sacrificed upon the cross where His blood was shed to cover all of our sins. 

4. 
So we celebrate Christmas with an eye toward Good Friday where the Lamb of God laid down His life for us and then rose victorious over the grave to reign forever.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God (LSB, p. 198)
Pastor: 
O Christ, thou Lamb of God, 
That takest away the sin of the world; 
have mercy upon us.

Students: 
O Christ, thou Lamb of God, 
That takest away the sin of the world; 
have mercy upon us.

All:

O Christ, thou Lamb of God, 

That takest away the sin of the world; 


grant us peace.  Amen.
II. The Lamb of God Foretold

The Sacrifice of Isaac (Genesis 22)

5. In the Old Testament God arranged for Isaac to be a type or foreshadowing of Christ, the sacrificial lamb.

6. In Genesis 22, Isaac said: “Behold the fire and the wood; but where is the lamb…?”

7. Abraham responded to Isaac by saying, “God Himself will provide the lamb for the offering, my son.”

The Lamb (LSB 547)

(Stanza 1: All Students)

The Lamb, the Lamb, | O Father, where’s the sacrifice?
Faith sees, believes | God will provide the Lamb of price!   

(All sing the refrain)

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own!
The Lamb is reigning on His throne!

The Passover Lamb (Exodus 12)

8. The Passover Lamb was an important part in the delivery of the children of Israel from Egypt.  In Exodus 12, the Lord told the whole community of Israel to take a lamb without blemish, one for each household.  
9. On the 14th day of the month the whole congregation of Israel was to kill their lambs at twilight.
10. God told them to take some of the blood from the Lamb and put it on the sides and top of the door frame of the houses where they would eat the lambs.

11. When the Lord saw the blood of the lamb on the houses of the Israelites, He passed over their doors and did not allow the destroyer to enter their houses to strike them.
The Lamb (LSB 547)

(Stanza 2: Students)

The Lamb, the Lamb, | One perfect final offering.
The Lamb, the Lamb, | Let earth join heav’n His praise to sing.

(All sing the refrain)

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own!
The Lamb is reigning on His throne!

The Lamb Saves His Wayward Sheep (Isaiah 53)

12. Seven centuries before Calvary, the Lord gave Isaiah such a detailed vision of the suffering Lamb of God that it seems like Isaiah himself was standing at the foot of the cross!

13. In Isaiah 53 the prophet writes, “Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed.  

14. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  He was oppressed and afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before the shearers is silent, so He did not open His mouth.”  

The Lamb (LSB 547)

(Stanza 3: Students)

The Lamb, the Lamb, | As wayward sheep their shepherd kill
 So still, His will | On our behalf the Law to fill.
(All sing the refrain)

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own!
The Lamb is reigning on His throne!

III. The Lamb of God is Born
The Lamb of God Chorus:

a. 
A stable isn’t a good place for a king to be born,

b. 
or even for a regular baby to be born,

c. 
or for Jesus to be born,

d. 
but it’s a perfect place for a lamb to be born.
The Time Fulfilled (Luke 2:1-5)

15. In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.  This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.   And all went to be registered, each to his own town.

16. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.

We sing these two hymns alternately between a soloist and the congregation.

All Sing (LSB 389:1):  

Let all together praise our God

Before His glorious throne;

Today He opens heav’n again

To give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.

Choir (LSB 438:1)

A Lamb goes uncomplaining forth, 

The guilt of sinners bearing

And, laden with the sins of earth, 

None else the burden bearing…

All Sing (LSB 389:2)

He leaves His heav’nly Father’s throne

Is born an infant small,

And in a manger, poor and lone, 

Lies in a humble stall, Lies in a humble stall.

Choir (LSB 438:2)

This Lamb is Christ, the soul’s great Friend, 

The Lamb of God, our Savior;

Whom God the Father chose to send

To gain for us His favor…

All Sing (Tune of LSB 389)

This perfect place for sheep and lambs


Becomes our Savior’s bed.

His life our perfect sacrifice, 

We thank you, Lamb of God.  We praise You, Lamb of God.

The Lamb Laid in the Manger (Luke 2:6-7)
17. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.
18. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

(Stanzas 1 & 2: 3 year old-2nd grade)
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.

The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,

But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes.

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

(Stanza 3:All Sing)
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay

Close by me forever and love me, I pray.

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,

And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.
“In A Little Stable”

3 year old – 2nd grade

In a little stable far across the sea


Raise hand to brow like looking far away.

Was a little Baby just like you and me.

Rock baby, then point to others and to self.
Not a bed or cradle, not a pillow deep,


Shake head “no.”

But a lowly manger was His place to sleep.


Lay head on clasped hands

See His light is shining


Lift hands above head, wiggle fingers.

Showing me His love.


Cross arms over chest.

Guiding me to heaven,


“Walk” fingers up forearm.

Where I’ll live above.


Point up.

The Shepherds and the Angels (Luke 2:8–14)
19. 
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.

20.  
And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear.  And the angel said to them,

21. 
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”

22. 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

23. 
All the angels : “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!”
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (LSB 380)


All Stanzas Sung by All
Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King;

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies;
With the_angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  Refrain
Refrain:
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord,

Late in time behold Him come, 

Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

Hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Immanuel!  Refrain
Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all He brings, 

Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth.  Refrain
The Shepherds Go to Bethlehem ~ Luke 2:15-20
24. When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”

25. And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.

26. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.

27. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Angels We Have Heard on High  (LSB 368)
Stanza 1: 3rd – 8th graders
Angels we have heard on high,

Sweetly singing o’er the plains,

And the mountains in reply, 

Echoing their joyous strains.
Congregation joins on refrain:

Glo------------ria in excelsis Deo

Glo------------ria in excelsis Deo
Stanza 2: 3rd-8th graders
Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be

Which inspire your heav’nly song?
Refrain

Stanza 3 – All Sing

Come to Bethlehem and see

Him whose birth the angels sing;

Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

Refrain
III. Jesus is the Lamb of God
28. When Jesus began His earthly ministry, John the Baptist introduced Jesus to his followers by pointing at him and saying:

29. “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”

The Lamb of God (PK – 2nd Grade)

T is for thank you.  Thank you, God, for sending your Son.

H is for help.  Jesus is my helper.

E is for eternal.  Jesus gives me eternal life.

L is for Lamb.  Jesus is the Lamb of God.

A is for angels, who sang at Jesus’ birth.

M is for manger where Jesus was born.

B is for baby Jesus.

O is for Our Savior.  Jesus saves us from our Sins.

F is for field where shepherds watched their sheep.

G is for God.  Jesus is God’s Son.

O is for Only Son.  Jesus is God’s Only Son.

D is for Door.  Jesus is the door to heaven.

All: Jesus is the Lamb of God.

This is the Feast (LSB, p. 155)

Refrain:

This is the feast of victory for our God.  




Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

Whose blood sets us free to be people of God.  Refrain

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,

And honor, blessing, and glory are his.  Refrain

Sing with all the people of God,

And join in the hymn of all creation.

Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen.  Refrain
For the Lamb____ who was slain

Has begun His reign.  Alleluia.  Final Refrain.
The Sermon – “Behold the Lamb of God”
The Offering
Adult Choir: “A Wreath of Carols – Come All You Shepherds”
As the Service of Light begins, the light will proceed from the Christ Candle to each person seated at the ends of each inner aisle.  Please tip the unlit candle to the lit candle. These then pass the candle light to those next to them, and so on.  For safety’s sake, it is asked that younger children do not handle their own candle, but share with adults or older youth.
The Service of Light
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Evening Canticle
Hymn of Light
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Thanksgiving for Light
L
Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 
night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C
Amen.

The Collect

P
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that, as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes again in Glory; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C
Amen.
The OUR FATHER
L
Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C
Our Father who art in heaven,



hallowed be Thy name,


Thy kingdom come,



Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;


give us this day our daily bread;



and forgive us our trespasses



as we forgive those who trespass against us;



and lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.


For Thine is the kingdom and the power



and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.

Silent Night, Holy Night  (LSB 363) 
~ All Stanzas Sung by All


Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
    Sleep in heavenly peace,
    Sleep in heavenly peace.


Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
    Christ, the Savior, is born!
    Christ, the Savior, is born!


Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
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At this time please extinguish your candle and place it in the box as you exit the Sanctuary.
“Joy to the World” (LSB:387)
Congregational Hymn

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive its King;

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room

And heav’n and nature sing,

And heav’n and nature sing,

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!

Let all their songs employ

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sin and sorrow grow

Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessings flow

Far as the curse is found,

Far as the curse is found,

Far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace

And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness

And wonders of His love,

And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders of His love.

A Christmas Day Invitation

Please join us for our Christmas Day Festival Service tomorrow at 10:00 a.m. as we celebrate the birth of our Savior, who descends to be with us in His Holy Word and Supper in order to give us the greatest gift of all---forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.
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