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Theodore Erich Allwardt, Sr.
Entered This Life ~ 10 July 1934
(  (  (
Entered God’s Glory ~ 01 December 2019
The Christian Funeral

By Laren Shiley 
Daniel G. Reunig, Editor

Purpose of a Christian Funeral

1 – to hear the comfort of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in a time of grief and trouble;

2 – to proclaim the power of God and grace which redeems and saves His children;

3 – to remember Jesus Christ is the First fruits of those who have fallen asleep and thus is our continuing hope;

4 – to witness publicly to the joy of our faith in God and to the victory we have through our loving Savior;

5 – to receive comfort in the knowledge of a joyful reunion with our loved ones in the resurrection;

6 – to face death knowing Jesus Christ has delivered us from sin, from the power of death and the devil, giving eternal salvation to all who believe in Him.

7 – to praise God from whom all blessings flow as He our Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter has shown us in His eternal Word.
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Organist
Order of service from Lutheran Service Book: 278-281
Pre-Service Duet 
         “God Knew Your Name”
Sung by Tim Allwardt & Ruth Allwardt
Hymn #837 
“Lift High the Cross”

Invocation 
278
Remembrance of Holy Baptism
278
Psalm 23






              (Spoken together)

1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want;

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures. 



He leads me beside still waters;

3 He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for His name's sake.

4 Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil; for You are with me; 



Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil, my cup overflows.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

ALL:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  AMEN.
Kyrie

278
Salutation and Collect of the Day
278
Please be seated
Old Testament Reading                         Isaiah 43:1-3a, 25
43 But now thus says the Lord,
he who created you, O Jacob,
    he who formed you, O Israel:
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you;
    I have called you by name, you are mine.
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
    and the flame shall not consume you.
3 For I am the Lord your God,
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior …
25 “I, I am he
    who blots out your transgressions for my own sake,
    and I will not remember your sins.

After the reading:

P: This is the Word of the Lord.


C: Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hymn #740   


    “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”
Sung by Zion School Choir

Epistle Reading:                              
   Ephesians 2:1-10
2 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
After the reading:

P: This is the Word of the Lord.


C: Thanks be to God. 
Please stand
Gospel Verse

    279

P:
Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus is the firstborn of the dead.

C:  to Him be glory and power forever.  Alleluia.

P:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd Chapter.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord.

Holy Gospel:                                                           John 3:5-17
5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.
After the reading:
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Apostles’ Creed
    279-280

Please be seated
Hymn #716                               “I Walk in Danger All the Way”

The Sermon
              - based on John 20:24-31
Hymn #575            

     “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”

Please stand
Prayer of the Church                                                   
    280
Lord’s Prayer
    280

Nunc Dimittis & Concluding Collect
    281

Benedicamus and Benediction
    281

Hymn #878                                                     “Abide with Me”
Following the service you are invited to join the family for a luncheon, served in the fellowship hall.

The Obituary of Rev. Theodore Erich Allwardt, Sr.
Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel.  Let us remember with thanksgiving what God has done through His servant Theodore.

The Reverend Theodore Erich Allwardt, Sr., pastor emeritus, Kearney, Nebraska, departed this life on Sunday, December 1, 2019, at the age of 85.

Theodore “Ted” was born on July 10, 1934, in Willoughby, Ohio, to Erich B. and Olga R. (Grapatin) Allwardt.  Ted became God’s child through the water and word of Holy Baptism, on August 5, 1934 at Trinity Lutheran in Willoughby, Ohio.  He was confirmed at Immanuel Lutheran in Decatur, Indiana on April 14, 1946, where he publicly confessed his faith in our Triune God.
Ted graduated from Concordia Lutheran High School, Ft. Wayne, Indiana, in 1951. He received an A.A. degree from Concordia College, Ft. Wayne, in 1953 and his B.A. degree from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri, in 1955. He then pursued graduate studies at Concordia Seminary and the University of Tuebingen in Germany. In 1959 he received his Theological Diploma from Concordia Seminary.

Ted was united in marriage to Marian R. Boriack on June 19, 1960, in Rome, New York. He and Marian were blessed with three children – Theodore, Jr., Carol, and Timothy.  He enjoyed birdwatching, gardening, landscaping, reading, and singing.  He and Marian and family enjoyed camping and hiking during their summer vacations.
Ted was ordained on December 1, 1960. During his ministry Pastor Allwardt served the following congregations: St. Paul, Rugby, and St. Paul, Willow City, North Dakota (1960-1965); St. John, Oakes, North Dakota (1965-1973); Peace, Garrison, and St. Matthew, Max, North Dakota (1973-1979); Trinity, Lebanon, Missouri (1980-1986); Shepherd of the Hills, Rathdrum, and First, Spirit Lake, Idaho (1986-1989); and St. John, Truth or Consequences, New Mexico (1989-2000). While in T or C he started the Community Chorus and began building his own house.  He once wrote: 

Over the course of about ten years (from bare land purchase to “move-in”) Marian and Ted “helped their friends build their” strawbale house “on the edge of the frontier”: 9 ½ acres with irrigated orchard along an unpredictable arroyo in the Monticello Valley northwest of Truth or Consequences, New Mexico.  They had expected to live there until they “died with their boots on,” but various circumstances caused them to sell their much-enjoyed RnR “by choice, not by necessity.”

He retired on January 1, 2001. During his retirement, he served vacant congregations in New Mexico, Oregon, and Nebraska.  He was also a substitute postmaster and a volunteer fireman. 
Pastor Allwardt was an avid writer, publishing several devotions in the Lutheran devotional Portals of Prayer. He also published three books – Rattlesnakes and Rainbows, Messages from the Coast, and More Rainbows Than Rattlesnakes.  He also wrote a weekly “Message,” which he sent out via email to about 100 individuals.  Some were published nationwide in Christian News.
Survivors include his wife, Marian Allwardt, Kearney; one daughter, Carol (Rev. James) DeLoach, Kearney; two sons, Ted Jr. (Ruth) Allwardt, Frederick, Maryland, and Timothy (Sarah) Allwardt, West Hills, California; six grandchildren, Ben, Josh, Chris, and Corrine Allwardt, and Abigail and Zachariah DeLoach; three sisters, Dot Nuechterlein, Valparaiso, Indiana, Ellen Thorson, St. Louis, Missouri, and Alys Allwardt, Portland, Oregon.
He was preceded in death by his parents; sister, Ruth Hanna; and brother, Rick Allwardt.

The Lord gives and the Lord takes away; blessed be the name of the Lord.  We give thanks to God our Father through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for our brother, Theodore.
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