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Holy Thursday
  April 9, 2020 + 7:00 p.m.

Zion Lutheran Church & School

Kearney, NE + (308) 234-3410
Rev. James DeLoach, Pastor + (308) 627-5260
Rev. Doug Gaunt, Pastor + (308) 455-0552
Tony Splittgerber, Principal + (308) 293-0168

The Triduum 
The service for Holy Thursday is the first service in the celebration of the holy three days of Christ’s Passover, commonly known as the triduum (Latin for “three days”).  It culminates the Lenten period of preparation for Christ’s Passion and Resurrection and leads into His sacrifice on our behalf. As such, this service, like that for Good Friday, exhibits a mood of restrained joy.  Usually it consists of four parts, but due to our present situation we will not be able to participate in the Service of the Sacrament or the Stripping of the Altar.  Therefore, the service has been adapted to include the following: 
· confession and absolution signals the end of the Lenten preparations with the absolution and peace of Christ that stand at the center of the Three Days.

· the service of the word focuses on Christ’s humble service to His disciples and to us as He establishes His last will and testament, a provision enacted by His death on the Cross. 

This service begins our journey through the three days of Christ’s Passover from death to life and from captivity to freedom.
Gathering in silence, we reflect on God’s Word to prepare for confession and absolution.  You are invited to use the “Self-Examination Questions based on the Holy Ten Commandments” which you can download from zionkearney.com/resources/sermons.
Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C
Amen.
P
I will go to the altar of God,

C
to God my exceeding joy.
P
Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C
who made heaven and earth.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P
O almighty God, merciful Father,

C
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P
God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.

C
Amen.
P
Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s?

C
Yes.
P
Let it be done for you as you believe.

P
In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C
Amen.
P
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in + peace.

C
Amen.
SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY
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The Lord be with you. 
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And with thy spirit.
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O Lord Jesus, You have left us a remembrance of your Passion in Sacrament of the Altar.  Grant that we may soon receive this sacrament of your body and blood so that the fruits of your redemption may continually be manifest in us; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
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   Amen

Service of the Word

OLD TESTAMENT:

Exodus 12:1-14

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household. 4 And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6 and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.[a]
7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10 And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord's Passover. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt.
14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.
.
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 This is the Word of the Lord. 
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 Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL
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Christ entered the Most Holy Place once for all by His own blood,
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 Having obtained eternal redemption.
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 He is the mediator of a new covenant,
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That those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance.
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 He provided redemption for his people;
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 He ordained his covenant forever.

EPISTLE:

 

Hebrews 9:11-22

11When Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, 14how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.


15Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16For where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it must be established. 17For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive. 18Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. 19For when every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.” 21And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels used in worship. 22Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.
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 This is the Word of the Lord. 
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 Thanks be to God.

VERSE
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Having loved His own who were in the world,


He loved them to the end.
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 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 26th Chapter.
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Glory to you, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL:


St. Matthew 26:17-30 

17Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will you have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 18He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 19And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover.


20When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 21And as they were eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 23He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me. 24The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 25Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said so.”


26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”


30And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
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 This is the Gospel of the Lord. [image: image20.png]


 Praise to You, O Christ.




HYMN # 446: 


Jesus, Greatest at the Table 
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Tune: © 1975 Stainer & Bell Ltd, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000

Text: © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000

SERMON

OFFERING 


To worship the Lord with your offering: 1) Go to zionkearney.com and click on the Pushpay icon;

2) Or, mail your gift to Zion Lutheran Church, 2421 C Ave, Kearney, NE 68847
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH & LORD’S PRAYER







HYMN # 445: “When You Woke That Thursday Morning” 
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Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000

Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000

Due to the unified nature of the services of the triduum, the benediction is omitted on this day. It is spoken on Easter Sunday to conclude all the services of the Three Days.
Stripping of the Altar

The candles are extinguished, and we pray Psalm 22, which our Lord prayed from the cross.  All items are reverently removed from the altar, the altar is stripped, and the chancel is cleared. This reminds us of how our Lord endured being forsaken by the Father while suffering and dying on the cross, which remains our focus during the solemn services of Good Friday.  As we pray the Psalm and observe this rite, ponder anew all that Jesus has done for you and your salvation because of His great love for you. 

Pastor prays odd verses and congregation the even verses. 
Psalm 22

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning?

O my God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, and am not silent. 

Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel. 

In you our fathers put their trust; they trusted and you delivered them.

They cried to you and were saved; in you they trusted and were not disappointed. 

But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people. 

(Pause)

All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads: 
 "He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him. Let him deliver him, since he delights in him."

Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made me trust in you even at my mother's breast. 

From birth I was cast upon you; from my mother's womb you have been my God. 

Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 

Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me.

(Pause)
Roaring lions tearing their prey open their mouths wide against me. 

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me.

My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death. 

Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet.

I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me. 

They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing. 

(Pause)

But you, O LORD, be not far off; O my Strength, come quickly to help me. 

Deliver my life from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dogs. 

Rescue me from the mouth of the lions; save me from the horns of the wild oxen. 

I will declare your name to my brothers; in the congregation I will praise you. 

You who fear the LORD, praise him! All you descendants of Jacob, honor him! Revere him, all you descendants of Israel! 

For he has not despised or disdained the suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden his face from him but has listened to his cry for help.

(Pause)

From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly; before those who fear you will I fulfill my vows.

The poor will eat and be satisfied; they who seek the LORD will praise him-- may your hearts live forever! 

All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations will bow down before him, 

for dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules over the nations. 

All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go down to the dust will kneel before him-- those who cannot keep themselves alive.

Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord. 

They will proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn-- for he has done it.

· At the conclusion of the Stripping of the Altar, please take a moment of silence, pondering what Jesus has done for you by His death and resurrection.

Holy Week Worship Schedule
Holy Thursday, 10 April 20, 7:00pm ~ Vespers Tenebrae

Preacher: Pr. James DeLoach 
Cantor: Zach DeLoach
Pianist: Carol DeLoach

Altar Guild: Shirley Helmbrecht

Good Friday, 10 April 20, 7:00pm ~ Vespers Tenebrae
Elder: Ken Hockemeier

Preacher: Pr. Doug Gaunt
Engineer:  Jared Nuttelman 

Video: Seth Long 
Organist: Carol DeLoach

Altar Guild: Shirley Helmbrecht
The Resurrection of Our Lord, 12 April 20, 9:00am 
Preacher: Pr. James DeLoach

Engineer: Jared Nuttelman
Organist: Carol DeLoach


Trumpet: Zach DeLoach
Announcer: Carol Kreutzer

Video: Seth Long 

Altar Guild: Shirley Helmbrecht
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