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Lesson 10

Proper 23 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 22:1–14
Jesus had forcefully cleansed the temple court of 

 Representatives of the religious 
leaders approached Him, demanding that He He taught and did His 
miraculous signs and bold acts. 

’s Holy Gospel. With the parable 
of the t sons, He yes —no deeper than 

 With the parable of the talents, He accused them of being unfaithful 
in their responsibilities as religious leaders, rejecting the Lord’s call through prophets like John the 
Baptist and rejecting even the Son He had sent—all so they could perpetuate the religious system in 

“fruits of the vineyard”  This parable of the edding banquet then ended the 
confrontation and spurred the Pharisees on in their plotting to get rid of Him. 

151. the 
parable of the edding banquet? What does it say about “the king” that he sent out repeated 
invitations to those originally invited to the feast? 
the king’s invitation to the feast? 

 
 
 
 
 
In God’ “ feast” for His 

complement of guests—   
152. “both bad and good”  

Since both “bad and good” ’s saying, “Those 
invited ”? 

 
 
 
 
 

point. 
for such grand occasions. This relieved the guests of expenditure on their part and underscored the 
expansive generosity of the host. Our English “ ” is not as expressive as the 

“not having been garmented”—
the garment the king supplied. 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®.
43

153. 
clothed in it? (See Isaiah 61:10; ; –8.) 
festive garment be “speechless,” t excuse? 

 
 
 
 
154. In the light of the parable, interpret Jesus’ closing mashal: “

chosen.” 
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 25:6–9
“on that day the LORD , in 

heaven, and the kings of the earth, on the earth. . . . or the LORD of hosts reigns on Mount Zion 
and in Jerusalem” (vv. 21, 23b).  Assyria had conquered the 
Northern Kingdom, Israel, and had deported major elements of the population for settlement 

  
 

encouraged its people and their leaders to trust in the Lord instead of political alliances. 
In chapter 25, the prophet praises the Lord for this assured deliverance. Its first verses use 

terminology that called to mind the Lord’s strength in fighting for Israel in the destruction of Jericho 
and the conquest of Canaan and His  
Verses 6–9, the heart of the chapter, give to the praise an eschatological, universal thrust. 

155. “On this mountain the LORD
make for all peoples a feast of rich food”? 

 
 
 
 
156. What is “the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations”? 

What is especially striking about the fact that Isaiah says that it is on this mountain that the Lord of 
“ ”? 

 
 
 
 

. s
their reproach? (See Revelation 21:1–4.) 

 
 
 
 
158. What impact is added by the prophet’  “the LORD has spoken”? 
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The l
and have learned that the Lord’s promises are sure and certain.  
“ aited for Him, that He might save us. This is the LORD

Him; let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation.” 
159. ’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Philippians 4:4–13 
This familiar 

still part of the One-Year Lectionary on that Sunday. It contributes to Philippians being called Paul’s 
“Letter of Joy.”  

squab v. 2–3). Paul urged them to settle things and “agree in the 
Lord” and encouraged his “true companion,” evidently the congregation’s elder or pastor, to 
intervene pastorally to help them resolve the problem. 

160. Paul’s encouragement to peacekeeping led him to point to an important part of the 
dynamic of making peace. What does it mean to rejoice in the Lord? 

’s court? 
 
 
 
 
161. ’s return is near encourage us to gentleness in our dealings 

“rights” rather than insisting on them? 
 
 
 
 

“Do not be anxious about anything.” The Greek for “anxious” carried the idea of a 
  

162. What does Paul prescribe for anxiety? What is not to be forgotte

life? 
 
 
 
 
163.  

rpass all understanding as it guards our hearts and our minds in Christ 
Jesus? 
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“
calculating”   in terms of its 
being “programmed”  That’ “program our computers” 

—life’s positive values. This is 
encouragement to nourish the peace of God that guards our hearts and our minds. Living in “the era 
of communications,” ’s message comes 
to us—  
secularism, self-centeredness, and loose, permissive morality—  
Is this serious? One man has said, “

, 
” 

the Lord, for evil easily intrudes into our consciousness and can be very attractive. (See Romans 
–23.) 
164. ’s amoral and immoral 

“peace of God”? –8:4; 
Ephesians 6:10– .) 

 
 
 
 
Paul’ aragraph of 

the pericope.  Paul then 
used himself as an example to teach Christian contentment. 

165. What is the secret for a Christian to be content “in any and every circumstance”? 
 
 
 
 
 


