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Lesson 11

Proper 24 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 22:15–22
’s account of the life and ministry of Jesus focused more and more on the 

His death. Jesus 
avoiding it, for His  His parables and their 

application, H His Him. 
“ H e they held Him to be a 
prophet” (21:46). In today’s Holy Gospel, 

Him. Luke called these men “ ” 
(20:20). them some Herodians, members of a political 
group that contended for rule of Judea by one of Herod’s line instead of direct rule by a Roman 
governor. Normally the Pharisees opposed the Herodians because the Herodians approved payment 
of taxes to the Romans,  

166. Why did the Pharisees think they “had” 
He might give? 

 
 
 
 
 

. Why did the Pharisees approach Him in such an effusive, complimentary fashion? 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus’ He  Once again, He made 

 Then He 
His “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God 

the things that are God’s.”  
Luther and others pointed out that as Christians, , 

responsibility to God in both kingdoms. 
168. ive of each other? 

for us as Christians?  
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169. “render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s”? (See 
Romans 13:1– ; 1 Peter 2:13– .) Explore some b s to give 
“to God the things that are God’s” by reading Psalm 29:1–2; John 6:28– –33; Acts 
1:8; 2 Corinthians 9:6–11; and –40. 

 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 45:1–7 
This lesson has the Lord speaking to Cyrus the Great, king of Persia, as His “anointed.” The 

poured on his head— The preceding
verse (44:28) refers to Cyrus as the Lord’s “shepherd”  It 
has Cyrus “saying of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be built,’ and of the temple, ‘Your foundation shall be 
laid.’ ” Cyrus conquered Babylon in 539 B
Judea under Zerubbabel, a prince of the Davidic line, to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple. 

. 
to conqueror and ruler of all the Middle East? 

 
 
 
 
T  The Cyrus 

of this.  
.  

 
 
 
 
Yah —

“form[s] light and create[s] darkness” “make[s] -being and create[s] calamity.” 
. What is God’s ultimate purpose in guiding the destinies of men and nations? 

 
 
 
 

. ’s providential guidance, 
– .) 

 
 
 
 

. ’s Holy Gospel? 
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The Epistle for the Day: 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 

the junction of the east-  With a 
population of about 200,000, 
Macedonia. 

Acts tells of Paul’
and imprisoned.  
Scriptures, proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead, and proclaimed, “This Jesus, 

is the Christ”  
God-
and started a riot. When the magistrates investigated, the rulers of the synagogue accused Paul of 

 
een sent to synagogues 

throughout the area by the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem. At any rate, Paul met fierce opposition also in 
Thessalonica—
and persecuted as he had been. Paul hea  
them to remain steadfast and to find their hope in the grace of God. 

.  
Why had these Christians been able to 
persecuted? 

 
 
 
 

. “ ”? “labor of love”? 
inspire steadfastness? 

 
 
 
 

. What did Paul point to that convinced him that the Thessalonian Chri
those chosen by God? ’s assuring them that they had been chosen in itself 
encourage them to stand firm and endure? 

 
 
 
 

. What role did their remembrance of Paul play in all of this? 
 
 
 
 

. ho provided a model of Christian lifestyle that encouraged 
you to imitate him or her? 
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Paul encouraged the Thessalonian Christians by praising them for becoming “an example to all 
the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.”  

180. What do the example of Paul and the reputation of the Thessalonian Christians challenge 
you to aim at in your life as a Christian in your family? in your church? 
community? 

 
 
 
 
181. What do you think is the reputation of your congregation among its sister congregations in 

your area? 
 
 
 
 


