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G Werme Weloome to Orr Guvests/

Please sign our guest book in the narthex or a pew card so we can know
how we can best of serve. If you are a member in good standing of a
sister LC-MS congregation, we invite you to commune with us. Members
of other church bodies with whom we are not in confessional fellowship
are asked to please refrain from communing. Our pastor will be happy
to explain how our desire for Christian care and unity is shown in our
communion practice. All communicants need to register in the narthex
prior to the service. Those not communing are invited to come to the
altar, cross your arms in front of you, and bow your head to receive a
pastoral blessing.

The Light of Christ Shines Forth in the Darkness

Heaven and earth rejoice this night because the glory of the holy
Triune God is manifested in the human birth of “our great God
and Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). In Him, the Father’s
grace, mercy and peace rest upon the world. The silence of
death is broken by this “good news of great joy that will be for
all the people” (Luke 2:10). And all we who have gone astray
like lost and wandering sheep, who have “walked in darkness”
of doubt and fear and sinful unbelief, behold “a great light” in
the nativity of Christ (Is. 9:2). In Him “the grace of God has
appeared” (Titus 2:11). For this child of Mary who is born for
us, this dear Son of God who is given to us, bears the burden of
our sin and death in His own body to the cross. He thereby
establishes a government of peace, “with justice and with
righteousness,” which shall have no end; not by any work of
man, but “the zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this” (Is. 9:7).




376 Once in Royal David’s City

I 9 7 — L fre—  — —— n  —
| <Y | | | N | | | I | | | |
HH— > ——— ‘
J @ “
1 Once in roy - al Da - vid’s cit - Stood a
2 He came down to earth from heav - en, Who is
3 For He s our child - hood’s pat - tern, Day by
4 And our eyes at last shall see Him, Through His
5 Not in that poor, low - ly sta - ble With the
h \ [F— m—
N [ | | — [ | A [— |
| | | 1 | | | | N | | | —]
1 I T I P | P I P I i
o e o
low - ly cat - tle shed, Where a moth - er laid her
God and Lord of all, And His shel - ter was a
day like us He grew; He was lit - tle, weak, and
own re - deem - ing love; For  that child so dear and
ox - en stand -ing by Shall we see Him, but in
h 4 \ [—
A i i d' " R E— — ——— . —]
e ] LA R R I R I
o | >
ba - by In a man - ger for His bed: Mar - y
sta - ble, And His <cra - dle was a stall; With the
help - less, Tears and smiles like us He knew; And He
gen - tle Is our Lord in heav’n a - bove; And He
heav - en, Set at  God’s right hand on high. Then like
f L T t f < p~— Y I [—— i |
KV 1| I [ | : r r i IP. : i I H [ g |
Py} f I I == T ~_ _ -~
was that moth-er  mild, Je - sus Christ her lit - tle child.
poor and mean and low-ly Lived on earth our Sav-ior ho - ly.
feels for all our sad-ness, And He shares in all our glad-ness.
leads His chil-dren  on To  the place where He is gone.
stars His chil-dren, crowned, All  in white, His praise will sound!

Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-95, alt. Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-76 Text and tune: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

(P} In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Exhortation LSB 184
(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERE

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



Confession of Sins LSB 184

(P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185

(P)  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand
Service of the Word
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Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-80, alt. Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711-1786 Text and tune: Public domain
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Kyrie LSB 186
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
I 9 T T T I —i — f |
[ <Y I ! I [ | [ [ = [ [ [ |
RS E— Ff——2—to—1** o = — 1
oJ |
® Glory be to God on high: @and on earth peace,good - will toward
0
- I — — I
I’\\Q)? o Hol ol ™ E— — |
men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
o) | | .
[ A [ [ [ | | I |
N> —dfo——— o ———— 65—
[NV v T [ | | e O |
oJ |
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for = Thy great glory.
[ 9 1 I } L [ | I I = I I |
Hey>—— Fo—fe—1O O o e — S ) I
[ \‘Q_)V !(]' [ 'i [ | | I ! | I i | |
O Lord God, heav’n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
o) |
A I o —r Fo I
RS — o  — 1 |
PY) o [
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus Christ;
0
H 5o ol = 2 Fo I 1
| .. WL L T 1 | | =~ | [(® )] |
[NV [ [ [ 1 [ I ]
Y] T T \
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
o) . .
[ A [ I I [ [ [ | T |
Hex>o————————fF— oo _——++——
XY r [~ a [ | L [ = O 1 Py |
oJ
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
o) | ‘
[ A I [ [ I I T I I I ]
Hey?>—o — —trot=—"721~ — |
[ \‘Q_)\J L [ = J 1 | = &) I P=Y |
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
o) ‘
A —— e I =~— I
HH— to—7m—f—— % |
oJ

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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[P} Let us pray.

(P} O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true
Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we
may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2-7

2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
%Y ou have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
“For the yoke of his burden,



and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.

SFor every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.

8For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;

and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

0f the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gradual Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a

To us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder.

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,*
Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.

Sing to the Lord a | new song,*
for he has done | marvelous things!

Epistle Titus 2:11-14
1For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, **training

us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled,

upright, and godly lives in the present age, **waiting for our blessed hope, the

appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, **who gave

himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people

for his own possession who are zealous for good works.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Stand

Verse of the Day Luke 2:11

Alleluia. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord. Alleluia.



Holy Gospel Luke 2:1-14

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

YIn those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor
of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own town. “And Joseph also
went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to
be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. ®And while they were
there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. °And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. °And the angel said
to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for
all the people. *For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. *?And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 3And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
@h This is the Gospel of the Lord.

e I
Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary



and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life ~}- of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
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low - ly birth  Shall be the joy of all the earth.
us has done In send -ing us His own dear Son.
mis - er -y That You might share Your joy with me.

9 Ah, Lord, though You created all,

How weak You are, so poor and small,
That You should choose to lay Your head
Where lowly cattle lately fed!

11 Instead of soft and silken stuff

You have but hay and straw so rough
On which as King, so rich and great,
To be enthroned in royal state.

14 My heart for very joy must leap;
My lips no more can silence keep.
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue
That sweetest ancient cradlesong:

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-

78, alt. Tune: Geistliche lieder, Leipzig, 1539, ed. Valten
Schumann Text and tune: Public domain



Sermon
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Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church
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Please extend the "Peace of the Lord" to those around you as the offering is being

gathered and the "Lord's Table" is being prepared.

Service of the Sacrament
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o)

(P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.

Proper Preface

(P} Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have
given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of
Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
(P) Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

(P)  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 198
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that

world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.



Sit

372 O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is
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join us and our chil - dren  in our weak - ness.
pow’r of hell and Sa - tan’s bold de - ceiv - ing.
thee to Him; how great - ly God must love thee!

5  Remember thou
What glory now
The Lord prepared thee for all earthly sadness.
The angel host
Can never boast
Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness.

6  The world may hold
Her wealth and gold;
But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true treasure.
To Him hold fast
Until at last
A crown be thine and honor in full measure.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941
Tune: Kenneth T. Kosche, 1947
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003744
Tune: © 1996 Kenneth T. Kosche. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003744



368 Angels We Have Heard on High

> 2rw— f f — f T i ! f ]
I [ L/ | [ }
o ' ' r ‘
1 An - gels we haveheard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in- spire your heav’n - ly song?
Come, a - dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.
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Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt. Text and tune: French Text and tune: Public domain

393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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1 In - fant ho - 1ly, In - fant low-ly, For His bed a cat - tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, Shep-herds keep-ing Vig-il till the morn-ing new
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Swift-ly wing-ing, An - gels sing-ing, Bells are ring-ing, Tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic -ing, Free from sor-row, Prais-es voic-ing, Greet the mor-row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Text: tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt. Text and tune: Polish Text and tune: Public domain




369 Where Shepherds Lately Knelt
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1 Where shep-herds late - ly  knelt and kept the an - gel’s word,
2 In that un-like-ly place 1 find Him as they said:
3 How should I not have known I - sa - iah would be there,
4 Can I, will I for - get how Love was born, and burned
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I come in half-be - lief, a pil - grim strange-ly stirred,;

Sweet new-born babe, how fraill And in a man-ger bed:
His proph-e - cies ful-filled? With pound-ing heart I stare:
Its way in - to my heart— un - asked, un - forced, un-earned,
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But there is room and wel - come there for me,

A still, small voice to cry  one day for me,

A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me,

To die, to live, and not a - lone for me,
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But there is room and wel-come there for me.

A still,small voice to cry one day for me.

A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me.

To die, to live, and not a - lone for me?

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008 Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929 Text: © 1986 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn

License no. 110003744 Tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003744

The Dismissal LSB 199

(P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.

Amen.

Stand

Dimittis LSB 199
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a lighi to light -en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo -ry  be to the Father and
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

Thanksgiving LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Post-Communion Collect

(P) Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.




Benedicamus LSB 202
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@A Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 202

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo -ry to the new-born King;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”
Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see, Hail the in-car - nate De - i - ty!
Mild He lays His glo - ry by, Born that man no more may die,
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With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el!
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.

A Refrain . —
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt. Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-47 Text and tune: Public domain



Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible
(The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.

Sunday, December 24" - 5:00p
Elder: Dan Oertwig Engineer: Eric Rosenthal
Usher: Mike Wilkens Altar Guild: Beth Rosenthal &
Shirley Helmbrecht
Sunday, December 24" - 7:00p - Christmas Eve
Elder: Dan Oertwig Usher: All Captains

Acolyte: Addison Helmbrecht Engineer: Eric Rosenthal
Altar Guild: Beth Rosenthal &

Shirley Helmbrecht
Monday, December 25" - 10:00a - Christmas Day

Elder: Eric Rosenthal Usher: Mike Wilkens
Acolyte: Grace Burger Engineer: Zach DelLoach
Crucifer: Landen Eckhoff Altar Guild: Beth Rosenthal &
Announcer: Lonna Gronewoller Shirley Helmbrecht
Sunday, December 31 - 9:00a
Elder: Ken Hockemeier Usher: Steve Junge
Acolyte: Addison Splittgerber Engineer: Zach DelLoach
Announcer: Carol Kreutzer Altar Guild: Beth Rosenthal &

Shirley Helmbrecht




