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A  Warm Welcome toOur Guests! 
Please sign our guest book in the narthex or a pew card so we can know 
how we can best of serve.  If you are a member in good standing of a 
sister LC-MS congregation, we invite you to commune with us.  Members 
of other church bodies with whom we are not in confessional fellowship 
are asked to please refrain from communing.  Our pastor will be happy 
to explain how our desire for Christian care and unity is shown in our 
communion practice.  All communicants need to register in the narthex 
prior to the service. Those not communing are invited to come to the 
altar, cross your arms in front of you, and bow your head to receive a 
pastoral blessing. 

 

 

The Time Has Fully Come for Redemption 

and Purification through Jesus Christ, Our Lord 

 
“When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,” 

born of the woman, “to redeem those who were under the 

law” (Gal. 4:4–5). Therefore, “according to the Law of Moses,” 

Mary and Joseph “brought him up to Jerusalem to present him 

to the Lord” (Luke 2:22). There He was received and taken up 

into the arms of Simeon, who was righteous and devout, 

“waiting for the consolation of Israel” (Luke 2:25). Simeon 

praised God and blessed the parents by confessing the cross for 

which this child was appointed. “At that very hour,” old and 

faithful Anna, who had watched, prayed and worshiped in the 

temple for so long, came up and “began to give thanks to God 

and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the 

redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38). The Lord causes 

“righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations” 

(Is. 61:11). We also “greatly rejoice in the LORD,” because this 

child has clothed us “with the garments of salvation,” covered 

us “with the robe of righteousness” and called us “by a new 

name” (Is. 61:10; 62:2). 

 



390 Let Us All with Gladsome Voice 

 

 
Text: German, 17th cent.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Ander Theil Des Dreszdenischen GesangBuchs, 1632, Dresden 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

Invocation LSB 184 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 

of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

  



Introit Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10 
The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,* 

 and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God. 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 

 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 

The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 

 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 

 break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,* 

 and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God. 

 
Gloria Patri                  LSB 186 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 
 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high:  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
P Let us pray. 

 O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the 

incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. 

Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

 

Sit 



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:10—62:3 
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

 my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 

 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

 to sprout up before all the nations. 
1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

 and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 

until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 

 and her salvation as a burning torch. 
2The nations shall see your righteousness, 

 and all the kings your glory, 

and you shall be called by a new name 

 that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

 and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 
To us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 

 and the government shall be upon his | shoulder. 

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,* 

 Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

Sing to the Lord a | new song,* 

 for he has done | marvelous things! 
 

Epistle Galatians 4:4–7 
 4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 

born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 

receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his 

Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, 

and if a son, then an heir through God. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Stand 
 

  



Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 
Holy Gospel Luke 2:22–40 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

 
 22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, 

[Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as 

it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be 

called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the 

Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a 

man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, 

waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had 

been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 

seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the 

parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 
28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

 according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 

 31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And 

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed 

for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword 

will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 

revealed.” 

 36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from 

when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not 

depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And 

coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to 

all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, 

they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and 

became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 



Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

389 Let All Together Praise Our God 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 

How strong the tender  

   Christ Child’s love! 

    No truer friend than He, 

    No truer friend than He. 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 

D 7  Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

         Lord Jesus, we adore 

    And praise to God the Father yield 

         And Spirit evermore; 

         We praise You evermore. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–
1561 Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003744 
Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon - “When You Are What You Wear” Isaiah 61:10

Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sit 

 
Consecration of the Offering 
After the prayers please be seated. The altar is set for the Lord’s Supper and the 

offering is consecrated. As you prepare to receive the sacrament you may use 

the prayers in the front of the hymnal or meditate on a communion hymn. 
 

Stand 



Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 

promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, 

and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 

revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
  



Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  

 

 
 

 
  



Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Sit 
 
 

Distribution 
 
  



624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 

 

 

 
5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 

As at the rail on bended knee 

Our hungry mouths from Him receive 

The bread of immortality. 

         
6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 

A priestly food and priestly meat; 

On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 

His quenching blood that life restores. 

7 With cherubim and seraphim 

Our voices join the endless hymn, 

And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 

To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest 

and King. 

 
 

Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970 Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731–1807 
Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003744 Tune: Public domain 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



379 O Come, All Ye Faithful sts. 1, ref, 2–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt. Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786 Text and tune: Public domain 
 

  



383 A Great and Mighty Wonder 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: Germanus, c. 634–c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln  
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
  



483 With High Delight Let Us Unite 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Vetter, 1536–99; tr. Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 Tune: Cinquante Pseaumes, 1543, Geneva Text: © 1969 Concordia 
Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003744 Tune: Public domain 

 

The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

  



Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 
  

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
P Let us pray. 

 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His 

sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You 

not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your 

Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

  



P The Lord be with you. 

 
Benedicamus LSB 202 

P Bless we the Lord. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 

 

 

 
937 Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): James Quinn, 1919–2010; (st. 3): Henry V. Gerike, 1948 Tune: American Text (sts. 1–2): © 1969, 1989 OCP 
Publications; (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003744 Tune: Public domain 
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Prayers for Our Members 
Norm Abels (Brookestone Meadows–Elkhorn) Hospice 

Judy Ahrens Healing 

DyAnn Altwine Healing 

Lyle Colsden (Mother Hull) Healing 

Fred Flessner Healing 

Pat Flodine (Cambridge Court) Healing 

Jade Florang Healing 

Marilyn Fuqua Healing 

Jan Hatfield Healing 

Ruby Hatfield Healing 

Evelyn Heiden (Mother Hull) Healing 

Lennis Hodgson Healing 

Linda Luhn Healing 

Norrine Rockwell (Kinship Pointe) Healing 

Debra Schinkel Healing 

Don and Gretchen Trampe (Prairie View) Healing 

Diane Plummer Healing 

Phyllis Wells Healing 

Ivan Bombeck Cancer 

Bertha Marienau Hospice 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers for Our Members’ Family & Friends 
Tenaya Nuttelman (Jared’s wife) Expecting 

Amy Nuttelman (Chris’ wife) Expecting 

Naomi Wollberg (Matthias Wollberg’s wife) Expecting 

Andrew Powers (Kim Wilkens’ brother) Military 

Roger Young (Tiffany Davis’ father) Parkinson’s 

Don Axeman (Bartels’ friend) Healing 

Joan Bentley (Kreutzer’s friend) Healing 

Norm Erickson (Jackie Zehendner’s father) Healing 

Jerry Foote (Carol Herron’s friend) Healing 

Randy Fritson (Carol Herron’s friend) Healing 

Lorin Hartmann (Marla’s father) Healing 

David Heapy (Janel Lange’s father) Healing 

Roger Hoffman (Marc’s father) Healing 

Luetta Lammers (Ruby Hatfield’s sister) Healing 

Michelle Lewis (Joni Brooks’ friend) Healing 

Paisley Mitchell (Bartels’ great-granddaughter) Healing 

Tim Powers (Kim Wilkens’ brother) Healing 

Randy Solomon (Beth Rosenthal’s father) Healing 

Joanne Staton (Kristian Arevalo's grandmother) Healing 

Emily Zimmer (Leah Baker’s friend) Healing 

Diane Brandt (Junge’s and Helmbrecht’s friend) Cancer 

Glenda Fichtner (Ruby Hatfield’s niece) Cancer 

Ron Halvorsen (Jeff’s dad) Cancer 

Lynda Kreutzer (Rich & Carol’s sister-in-law) Cancer 

Helen Lange (Bartels’ friend) Cancer 

Sharon Mulhair (Pam Uhlir’s cousin) Cancer 

Lindsey Muniz (Steve & Fran’s niece) Cancer 

Milton Naprstek (Marilyn Fuqua’s brother) Cancer 

Tyrone Uhlir (Pam’s nephew) Cancer 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Response to the Gospel 

Date: 12/24/2023 

Offering: $6,051.30 

 Weekly Need: $7,500 
 

Offering Options: 
To worship the Lord with your offering:  
1) Place your offering in the offering plate. 
2) Go to zionkearney.churchtrac.com/give 
3) Go to zionkearney.com and click on the ChurchTrac icon 
4) Mail your gift to Zion Lutheran Church, 2421 C Ave, Kearney, NE 68847  
 

 

Today’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Dan & Shirley Oertwig, 
In memory of their fathers: Fred Oertwig & Virgil Wuehler 

Worship Assistants 
 

Sunday, December 31st – 9:00a 
Elder: Ken Hockemeier 

Acolyte: Addison Splittgerber 
Announcer: Carol Kreutzer 

 

Usher: Steve Junge 
Engineer: Zach DeLoach 

Altar Guild: Beth Rosenthal & 
 Shirley Helmbrecht  

Sunday, January 7th – 9:00a 
Elder: Nathan Gaunt 

Acolyte: Miriam Gaunt 
Announcer: Lonna Gronewoller 

Usher: Fred Flessner 
Engineer: Jared Nuttleman 

Altar Guild: Shirley Oertwig &  
Sheryl Fox 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
Pr. James DeLoach, Pastor + (308) 627-5260 

james.deloach@zionkearney.org  
Pr. Doug Gaunt, Pastor + (308) 455-0552 

doug.gaunt@zionkearney.org  
Tony Splittgerber, Principal + (308) 293-0168 

anthony.splittgerber@zionkearney.org  
 

Church Office 
Administrative Assistant: Holly Reid 

Email:  school@zionkearney.org 
Phone: (308)-234-3410 Fax: (308) 236-8100 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:00pm 
Radio Broadcast: Sunday @ 10:30 a.m.  

on 1460 AM & 92.1 FM 

Website: www.zionkearney.com  

mailto:james.deloach@zionkearney.org
mailto:doug.gaunt@zionkearney.org
mailto:anthony.splittgerber@zionkearney.org
mailto:school@zionkearney.org
http://www.zionkearney.com/


 

Announcements for December 25th, 2023 
 

Office Closed: The office will be closed on New Year’s Day. Normal office will 

resume on Tuesday. 
 

Bible Reading Cards: A new set of Bible reading cards for the New Year can be 
picked up in the church entryway. Each card is a tool to keep track of your 
Bible reading progress as you mark each chapter you have read in 2024. God 
works through His word. 
 

2023 Contributions: Just a reminder for contributions to be counted as 2023 
they must be dated December 31, 2023 and put in the plate by December 31, 
2023. 
 

Radio Broadcast & Altar Flowers: The sign-up sheets for the 2024 radio 
broadcasts and flowers are on the bulletin board by the mailboxes. If you want 
a certain date, sign up ASAP. 
 

  

This Week at Zion 
Sun 12/31 9:00a 

10:30a 
10:30a 

 
5:00p 

Divine Service  
Adult Bible Study & Sunday School 
Radio Broadcast  
   1460AM & 92.1FM 
Divine Service  

Mon 1/1  
Birthdays 

Office Closed 
Shane Eckhoff 
Jeanne Wollberg 

Tues 1/2 1:30p 
Birthdays 

Sleeping Mats 
Jamie Nikodym 

Wed 1/3  
8:30a 
5:00p 

School Resumes 
Chapel 
Midweek 

Thurs 1/4 Birthdays Todd Koopman 

Fri 1/5  
 

Sat 1/6 10:00a 
Birthdays 

Christmas Decoration Takedown 
Aaron Hockemeier 
Alivia Peeples 

Sun 1/7 
 

9:00a 
10:30a 
10:30a 

 
5:00p 

Divine Service  
Adult Bible Study & Sunday School 
Radio Broadcast  
   1460AM & 92.1FM 
Divine Service  



1st Quarter Missions: The first quarter (January-March) missions will support 
Lutherans for Life. To donate to this worthy cause, you give online via ACH or 
use a specially marked envelope located in the narthex. Either way, please 
clearly designate your gift to this mission. 

SCHOOL NEWS 

 
24-25 Registration: A Google form was sent out for 24-25 registration for any 
students who will be 1st-8th next year. Contact Holly if you need the link. 
Registration will open to the public on January 3rd. 
 

2nd Semester: School will resume this Wednesday, January 3rd. 
 
Basketball: The basketball schedule is posted on the app. The first game will 
be on January 9th @ Trinity GI. 

 


