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A  Warm Welcome toOur Guests! 
Please sign our guest book in the narthex or a pew card so we know how we 
can best serve you. If you are a member in good standing of a sister LC-MS 
congregation, we invite you to commune with us. Members of other church 
bodies with whom we are not in confessional fellowship are asked to please 
refrain from communing. Our pastor will be happy to explain how our desire 
for Christian care and unity is shown in our communion practice. All 
communicants need to register in the narthex prior to the service. Those not 
communing are invited to come to the altar, cross your arms in front of you, 

and bow your head to receive a pastoral blessing. 
 

 

The Lord Reveals His Glory through His Preaching and Miracles 

By His coming in the flesh and by His preaching and miracles, the Lord 

Jesus shines the light of His Gospel upon “the people who walked in 

darkness” and “who dwelt in a land of deep darkness” (Is. 9:2). He also 

has “multiplied the nation” and “increased its joy” (Is. 9:3) by calling 

disciples to Himself from the ends of the earth. For this purpose, He calls 

Peter and Andrew, with James and John, to follow Him and be “fishers of 

men” (Matt. 4:19). As Jesus did, they also go forth “proclaiming the 

gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction 

among the people” (Matt. 4:23). They preach the foolishness of the cross 

of Christ as the very power and wisdom of God. This word and preaching 

of the cross divides “those who are perishing” from “us who are being 

saved” (1 Cor. 1:18), but it unites the Church, the one Body of Christ, “in 

the same mind and the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). 
 

849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110003744 Tune: Public domain 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 
 

Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  



Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 22:27–31; antiphon: v. 22 
I will tell of your name to my | brothers;* 

 in the midst of the congregation I will | praise you. 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD,* 

 and all the families of the nations shall worship be- | fore you. 

For kingship belongs | to the LORD,* 

 and he rules over the | nations. 

All the prosperous of the earth eat and | worship;* 

 before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, even the one who could 

not keep him- | self alive. 

Posterity shall | serve him;* 

 it shall be told of the Lord to the coming gener- | ation; 

they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people | yet unborn,* 

 that he has | done it. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
I will tell of your name to my | brothers;* 

 in the midst of the congregation I will | praise you. 
 

Kyrie LSB 152 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 
 

  

 
 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch 

forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

  

  

Please be seated 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:1–4 
 1 There will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he 

brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter 

time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 

the nations. 
2 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 

 you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 

 and the staff for his shoulder, 



 the rod of his oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 
Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 

 Extol him, all | peoples! 

For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 

 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

 
Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:10–18 
 10I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 

agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same 

mind and the same judgment. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that 

there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 12What I mean is that each one of you 

says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow 

Christ.” 13Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in 

the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and 

Gaius, 15so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize 

also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized 

anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and 

not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 

 18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand in reverence to Christ 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 
 

 
 

 
  



Holy Gospel Matthew 4:12–25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 

 
12When [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13And 

leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 

Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be 

fulfilled: 
15“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 

 the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
16the people dwelling in darkness 

 have seen a great light, 

and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, 

 on them a light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.” 

 18While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called 

Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 
19And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21And going on from there he 

saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat 

with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately 

they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

 23And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 

proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction 

among the people. 24So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him 

all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by 

demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. 25And great crowds followed 

him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond 

the Jordan. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

  



839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Andächtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nürnberg Text and 

tune: Public domain  

 

Sermon  
 

Please stand 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 



     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Sharing the Peace 

Following the prayers, you may greet one another in the name of the Lord, 

saying, “Peace be with you”. Shaking hands is not required unless one is 

comfortable doing so. Please respect your neighbor’s needs. 
 

Consecration of the Offering 

After the peace please be seated. The altar is set for the Lord’s Supper and the 

offering is consecrated. As you prepare to receive the sacrament you may use 

the prayers in the front of the hymnal or meditate on a communion hymn. 
 

Offertory LSB 159 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 160 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the 

world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found 

in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your 

glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lord’s Prayer  
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Please be seated 
 

Distribution 
 

620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing 

 

 

 

 
5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 

Whose own feast of love I savor, 

    Bidden by His gracious call. 

Wedding garments He provides me, 

With a robe of white He hides me, 

    Fits me for the royal hall. 

 

6 Now have I found consolation, 

Comfort in my tribulation, 

    Balm to heal the troubled soul. 

God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 

Cleanses me from sin and error, 

    Makes my wounded spirit whole. 
Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808–58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960 Tune: Johann Löhner, 1645–1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003744 Tune: Public domain 
 



412 The People That in Darkness Sat 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
5 His righteous government and pow’r 

    Shall over all extend; 

On judgment and on justice based, 

    His reign shall have no end, 

    His reign shall have no end. 

D 6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 

    And make us Thine alone, 

Who with the Father ever art 

    And Holy Spirit, one, 

    And Holy Spirit, one. 
Text: John Morison, 1749–98, alt. Tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



825 Rise, Shine, You People 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Ronald A. Klug, 1939–2021, alt. Tune: Dale Wood, 1934–2003 Text and tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110003744 

  



346 When All the World Was Cursed 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883–1965, alt. Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 Text: © 1941 
Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003744 Tune: Public domain 
 

Please stand 
 

The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

 
 

 

 

411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934–2025 Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110003744 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayers for Our Members 

Kristen Peterson Expecting 

Tenaya Nuttelman Expecting 

Gary Albers (St. Luke’s) Healing 

Vaughn Albrecht (Mt. Carmel) Healing 

DyAnn Altwine Healing 

Dave Banner Healing  

Jim Catterson Healing 

Rich Crow Healing 

Abigail DeLoach Healing 

Pat Flodine (Homestead) Healing 

Jade Florang Healing 

Marilyn Fuqua Healing 

Bob Glanzer Healing 

Jerry Hansen Healing 

Jan Hatfield Healing 

Ruby Hatfield Healing 

Evelyn Heiden (Mother Hull) Healing 

Lennis Hodgson Healing 

Gwen Holtz (Mt. Carmel) Healing 

Don Richmond Healing 

Marion Richmond Healing 

Debra Schinkel Healing 

Betty Schmidt Healing 

Lincoln Baker Cancer 

Jill Bates Cancer 
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Prayers for Our Members’ Family & Friends 
Shaylee Kreutzer (Kreutzer’s daughter-in-law) Expecting 

Amy Nuttelman (Chris’ wife) Expecting 

Kaylee White (Emily Vos’ friend) Expecting 

Naomi Wollberg (Matthias’ wife) Expecting 

Joan Bentley (Kreutzer’s friend) Healing 

Randy Fritson (Carol Herron’s friend) Healing 

Barb Glover (Shirley Helmbrecht’s sister) Healing 

Sharon Jones (Rhonda Nielson’s mom) Healing 

Cadence Markowski (Steve Junge’s grandniece) Healing 

Melissa Sims (Jade Florang’s friend) Healing 

Randy Solomon (Beth Rosenthal’s father) Healing 

Joanne Staton (Kristian Arevalo's grandmother)      Healing 

Ruth Sturgeon (Joyce Hartman’s aunt) Healing 

Pastor Brad Birtell (Willers’ friend) Cancer 

Emily Brachley (Hodgson’s friend) Cancer 

Paul Brooks (Bruce & Becky Thornton’s brother) Cancer 

Mike & Sherrie Crow (Rich’s brother & sister-in-law) Cancer 

Glenda Fichtner (Ruby Hatfield’s niece) Cancer 

Jerry Glover (Shirley Helmbrecht’s brother) Cancer 

Ron Halvorsen (Jeff’s dad) Cancer 

Heather Hawke (Ken & Ellen Hockemeier’s niece) Cancer 

Steven Junge (Steve & Fran’s nephew) Cancer 

Lynda Kreutzer (Rich & Carol’s sister-in-law) Cancer 

Sharon Kreutzer (Rich’s mom) Cancer 

Sharon Mulhair (Pam Uhlir’s cousin) Cancer 

Jennelle Pietsch (Ellen Koopman’s sister-in-law) Cancer 

Carlie Russell (Sue Bartels’ friend) Cancer 

Tyrone Uhlir (Pam’s nephew) Cancer 

Response to the Gospel 

Date: 1/18/2025 

Offering: $6,462.69 

Weekly Need: $9,400 

Offering Options: 

To worship the Lord with your offering: 
1) Place your offering in the offering plate. 
2) Go to zionkearney.churchtrac.com/give 

3) Go to zionkearney.com and click on the ChurchTrac icon 
4) Mail your gift to Zion Lutheran Church, 2421 C Ave, Kearney, 

NE 68847 

 



 

 

 

  

 

Today’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Lenny Hodgson, 

All glory to God. 

Worship Assistants 

Sunday, January 25th – 9:00a 

Elder: Eric Rosenthal 

Acolyte: Brynne Fisher 

Announcer: Lonna Gronewoller 

Usher: Mike Wilkens 

Engineer: Matt Hodgson 

Altar Guild: Sue Bartels & Shirley Oertwig 

Sunday, February 1st – 9:00a 

Elder: Paul Burger 

Acolyte: Luke Barefoot 

Announcer: Brooke Fisher 

Usher: Ed DeLaet 

Engineer: Jamie Marquardt 

Altar Guild:  

Robin Baker & Carolyn Westman 

This Week at Zion 

Sun 1/25 9:00a 
10:30a 
10:30a 

 
5:00p 

Divine Service  
Adult Bible Study & Sunday School 
Radio Broadcast  
   1460AM & 92.1FM 
Divine Service 

Mon 1/26 Birthdays Frederick France 

Tues 1/27 1:30p 
Birthdays 

Sleeping Mats 
Dennis Holtz 

Wed 1/28 8:30a 
4:30p 

Chapel 
Midweek Bible Stories 

Thurs 1/29 Birthdays Carol Gaunt 

Fri 1/30  
 

Birthdays 

No School – Teacher Inservice 
Office Closed 
Jan Hatfield 

Sat 1/31 
  

Sun 2/1 9:00a 
10:30a 
10:30a 

 
5:00p 

Divine Service  
Adult Bible Study & Sunday School 
Radio Broadcast  
   1460AM & 92.1FM 
Divine Service 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements for January 25th, 2026 

Weekly Devotion Help for February 1st, 2026:  The "Hymn of the Day" (HOD) 
for next Sunday is LSB 842 "Son of God, Eternal Savior". Go to 
https://www.zionkearney.com/worship to access a Bible study based on the 
hymn. We are also taking part in our synod's "Memory Verse Challenge" as we 
all memorize the same Bible verse each week:  

“You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own 
people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.” - 

Leviticus 19:18 

No School: There will be no school Friday, January 30th for a teacher in-service. 
The office will be closed.  
 

Adult Choir: Starting February 4th at 7pm, Adult Choir will start rehearsing for 
Lent in the balcony. 
 
Grand Island Lutheran High: If you or someone you know would like to receive 
the monthly newsletter from Grand Island Lutheran High, please email the 
school office at hsoffice@cnlutheran.org or call 308-385-3900.  
 
Bible Reading Cards: A new set of Bible reading cards for the New Year can be 
picked up in the church entryway. Each card is a tool to keep track of your 
Bible reading progress as you mark each chapter you have read in 2026. God 
works through His word. 
 

1st Quarter Missions: The first quarter (January-March) missions will support 
Lutherans for Life. To donate to this worthy cause, you give online via ACH or 
use a specially marked envelope located in the narthex. Either way, please 
clearly designate your gift to this mission. Life Sunday is a perfect opportunity 
to make a gift.  
 

  

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
Pr. James DeLoach, Pastor + (308) 627-5260 

james.deloach@zionkearney.org  
Pr. Doug Gaunt, Pastor + (308) 455-0552 

doug.gaunt@zionkearney.org  
Tony Splittgerber, Principal + (308) 293-0168 

anthony.splittgerber@zionkearney.org  
 

Church Office 
Administrative Assistant: Holly Reid 

Email:  school@zionkearney.org 
Phone: (308)-234-3410  

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:00pm 

Website: www.zionkearney.com   

https://www.zionkearney.com/worship
mailto:hsoffice@cnlutheran.org
mailto:james.deloach@zionkearney.org
mailto:doug.gaunt@zionkearney.org
mailto:anthony.splittgerber@zionkearney.org
mailto:school@zionkearney.org
http://www.zionkearney.com/


SCHOOL NEWS  

 

New Teacher Search: Our 4th grade teacher, Mrs. Peterson, is expecting twins! 
We are excited for her but will miss her as she will be staying home with the 
babies next year. The Board of Ed is now beginning the search for a new fourth 
grade teacher. If you know of any candidates, contact Mr. Splittgerber. 
 

Extra Pies: There are extra pies for sale! Contact Holly in the office for 
inventory and pricing! 
 

Apple Mart Register Receipts: Save receipts dated September 1, 2025 through 
March 31, 2026. With the register receipts, Zion earns points for dollars spent 
at Apple Market. The points are redeemed for school items. It is easy to earn 
money for your school! Turn in the receipts in the blue box by the south door 
at Zion or at Apple Market. If you have any questions please stop by the office.   

 


