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A  Warm Welcome toOur Guests! 
Please sign our guest book in the narthex or a pew card so we know how we 
can best serve you. If you are a member in good standing of a sister LC-MS 
congregation, we invite you to commune with us. Members of other church 
bodies with whom we are not in confessional fellowship are asked to please 
refrain from communing. Our pastor will be happy to explain how our desire 
for Christian care and unity is shown in our communion practice. All 
communicants need to register in the narthex prior to the service. Those not 
communing are invited to come to the altar, cross your arms in front of you, 

and bow your head to receive a pastoral blessing. 
 

 

By His Word of the Gospel, Jesus Calls Us 

Out of the Darkness into His Marvelous Light 

The Lord is grieved by the spiritual blindness of His people, yet in mercy He 

does not forsake them. He restrains His anger and keeps His peace, until He 

opens their ears and eyes to hear and see Him. “For his righteousness’ sake,” 

He magnifies His Word and makes it glorious in the coming of Christ Jesus (Is. 

42:21). Jesus turns “the darkness before them into light” (Is. 42:16) because He 

is “the light of the world” (John 9:5). The incarnate Son of God does the works 

of His Father and displays the divine glory in His own flesh “while it is day,” 

until that night “when no one can work” (John 9:4). By the washing of water 

with His Word, He opens the eyes of the blind and grants rest to the weary. 

Therefore, though “at one time you were darkness,” now “you are light in the 

Lord” (Eph. 5:8). By our Baptism into Christ, we live in the eternal day of His 

resurrection, wherein He shines upon us. As often as we fall back into the 

darkness of sin, He calls us by the Gospel to “awake, O sleeper, and arise from 

the dead” (Eph. 5:14). 
 

571 God Loved the World So That He Gave 

 

 



 
5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 

That is the firmest ground of faith. 

D 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

Be praise now and eternally! 
Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 

of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  



Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 27:4–6; antiphon: Psalm 25:15 
My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,* 

 for he will pluck my feet out | of the net. 

One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek | after:* 

 that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the 

beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his | temple. 

For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of | trouble;* 

 he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high up- | on a rock. 

And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will 

offer in his tent sacrifices with | shouts of joy;* 

 I will sing and make melody | to the LORD. 

My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,* 

 for he will pluck my feet out | of the net. 
 

Gloria Patri LSB 186 

 
 

 

 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 
 
 

 

* We do not sing the Hymn of Praise during the penitential season of Lent. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

 
  



P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and 

though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and 

provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily 

acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and 

serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
  

Please be seated 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 42:14–21 
14For a long time I have held my peace; 

 I have kept still and restrained myself; 

now I will cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. 
15I will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; 

I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. 
16And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, 

in paths that they have not known I will guide them. 

I will turn the darkness before them into light, 

 the rough places into level ground. 

These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. 
17They are turned back and utterly put to shame, 

 who trust in carved idols, who say to metal images, “You are our gods.” 
18Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! 
19Who is blind but my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send? 

Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind as the servant of the LORD? 
20He sees many things, but does not observe them; 

 his ears are open, but he does not hear. 
21The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, 

 to magnify his law and make it glorious. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Hebrews 12:2 
[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,* 

 the founder and perfecter | of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,* 

 and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God. 
 

Epistle Ephesians 5:8–14 
 8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 

children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 
10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful 

works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of the 

things that they do in secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes 

visible, 14for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 



“Awake, O sleeper, 

 and arise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.”  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand in reverence to Christ 
 

Lenten Verse  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Holy Gospel John 9:1–7, 13–17, 34–39 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 

 
 1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked 

him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus 

answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God 

might be displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is 

day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the 

light of the world.” 6Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud 

with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, “Go, 

wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came 

back seeing. . . . 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it 

was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees 

again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud 

on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not 

from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who 

is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17So they said 

again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” 

He said, “He is a prophet.” . . . 

 34They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And 

they cast him out. 

 35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you 

believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe 

in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to 

you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For 



judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who 

see may become blind.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

  



849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110003744 Tune: Public domain  
 
Sermon - "When It's Better to be Blind"     John 9:40-41 
 

Please stand 
 

Offertory LSB 192 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Sharing the Peace 
Following the prayers, you may greet one another in the name of the Lord, 

saying, “Peace be with you”. Shaking hands is not required unless one is 

comfortable doing so. Please respect your neighbor’s needs. 
 

Consecration of the Offering 
After the peace please be seated. The altar is set for the Lord’s Supper and the 

offering is consecrated. As you prepare to receive the sacrament you may use 

the prayers in the front of the hymnal or meditate on a communion hymn. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 194 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a 

ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to 

celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 



Sanctus LSB 195 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 



Pax Domini LSB 197 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Please be seated 
 

Distribution 
 
  



629 What Is This Bread 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frederic W. Baue, 1946 Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, 1951 Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 110003744 
 

430 My Song Is Love Unknown 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

5 They rise and needs will have 

    My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, 

    The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He 

    To suff’ring goes 

    That He His foes 

From thence might free. 

 

6 In life no house, no home 

    My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb 

    But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? 

    Heav’n was His home  

  But mine the tomb 

Wherein He lay. 

     

7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 
Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624–1683 Tune: John N. Ireland, 
1879–1962 Text: Public domain Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used 
by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003744 

 

 

 

 

 

 

618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig Text: © 
1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003744 Tune: Public domain 



703 How Can I Thank You, Lord 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: David Denicke, 1603–80; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Please stand 

 

The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 
  



Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 

  

 
 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 

 

 
Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 

sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You 

have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake 

Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we 

may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 



Salutation LSB 201 

 

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



744 Amazing Grace sts. 1–5 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–4): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, 
Cincinnati Text and tune: Public domain 
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Prayers for Our Members 

Kristen Peterson Expecting 

Gary Albers (St. Luke’s) Healing 

Vaughn Albrecht (Mt. Carmel) Healing 

DyAnn Altwine Healing 

Dave Banner Healing  

Jim Catterson Healing 

Rich Crow Healing 

Pat Flodine (Homestead) Healing 

Jade Florang Healing 

Marilyn Fuqua Healing 

Jerry Hansen Healing 

Jan Hatfield Healing 

Ruby Hatfield Healing 

Evelyn Heiden (Mother Hull) Healing 

Lennis Hodgson Healing 

Gwen Holtz  Healing 

Keith Nuttelman Healing 

Don Richmond Healing 

Marion Richmond Healing 

Debra Schinkel Healing 

Lincoln Baker Cancer 

Jill Bates Cancer 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Prayers for Our Members’ Family & Friends 
Family and Friends of Gerald Bartels (Dennis’ uncle) Grief 

Shaylee Kreutzer (Kreutzer’s daughter-in-law) Expecting 

Amy Nuttelman (Chris’ wife) Expecting 

Kaylee White (Emily Vos’ friend) Expecting 

Naomi Wollberg (Matthias’ wife) Expecting 

Doug Bierman (Koopman’s friend) Hospice 

Joan Bentley (Kreutzer’s friend) Healing 

Pat Vest (Sue Bartels’ cousin) Hospice 

Randy Fritson (Carol Herron’s friend) Healing 

Barb Glover (Shirley Helmbrecht’s sister) Healing 

Cadence Markowski (Steve Junge’s grandniece) Healing 

Melissa Sims (Jade Florang’s friend) Healing 

Randy Solomon (Beth Rosenthal’s father) Healing 

Joanne Staton (Kristian Arevalo's grandmother)      Healing 

Ruth Sturgeon (Joyce Hartman’s aunt) Healing 

Pastor Brad Birtell (Willers’ friend) Cancer 

Emily Brachley (Hodgson’s friend) Cancer 

Paul Brooks (Bruce & Becky Thornton’s brother) Cancer 

Mike & Sherrie Crow (Rich’s brother & sister-in-law) Cancer 

Glenda Fichtner (Ruby Hatfield’s niece) Cancer 

Jerry Glover (Shirley Helmbrecht’s brother) Cancer 

Ron Halvorsen (Jeff’s dad) Cancer 

Heather Hawke (Ken & Ellen Hockemeier’s niece) Cancer 

Steven Junge (Steve & Fran’s nephew) Cancer 

Lynda Kreutzer (Rich & Carol’s sister-in-law) Cancer 

Sharon Kreutzer (Rich’s mom) Cancer 

Sharon Mulhair (Pam Uhlir’s cousin) Cancer 

Jennelle Pietsch (Ellen Koopman’s sister-in-law) Cancer 

Carlie Russell (Sue Bartels’ friend) Cancer 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
Pr. James DeLoach, Pastor + (308) 627-5260 

james.deloach@zionkearney.org  
Pr. Doug Gaunt, Pastor + (308) 455-0552 

doug.gaunt@zionkearney.org  
Tony Splittgerber, Principal + (308) 293-0168 

anthony.splittgerber@zionkearney.org  
 

Church Office 
Administrative Assistant: Holly Reid 

Email:  school@zionkearney.org 
Phone: (308)-234-3410  

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:00pm 

Website: www.zionkearney.com   

mailto:james.deloach@zionkearney.org
mailto:doug.gaunt@zionkearney.org
mailto:anthony.splittgerber@zionkearney.org
mailto:school@zionkearney.org
http://www.zionkearney.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Todd & Ellen Koopman, 

In memory of Gay Koopman’s birthday. 

Today’s Altar Flowers are sponsored by Carolyn Westman, 

 In honor of her birthday (March 13th). 

Worship Assistants 

Sunday, March 15th – 9:00a 

Elder: Eric Rosenthal 

Acolyte: Levi Splittgerber 

Announcer: Carol Kreutzer 

Usher: Andy Wollberg 

Engineer:  Jared Nuttelman 

Altar Guild:  

Lyn Hoffman & Doreen Lemburg 

Wednesday, March 18th – 7:00p 

 
Elder: Eric Rosenthal 

Acolyte:  

Usher: Andy Wollberg 

Engineer: Jared Nuttelman 

Altar Guild: Shirley Helmbrecht 

Sunday, March 22nd – 9:00a 

Elder: Paul Burger 

Acolyte: Jarren Blattner 

Announcer: Lonna Gronewoller 

Usher: Mike Wilkens 

Engineer: Matt Hodgson 

Altar Guild: 

Lyn Hoffman & Doreen Lemburg 

Response to the Gospel 

Date: 3/8/2026 

Offering: $6,095.40 

Weekly Need: $9,400 

Offering Options: 

To worship the Lord with your offering: 
1) Place your offering in the offering plate. 
2) Go to zionkearney.churchtrac.com/give 

3) Go to zionkearney.com and click on the ChurchTrac icon 
4) Mail your gift to Zion Lutheran Church, 2421 C Ave, Kearney, 

NE 68847 

 



 

 

Announcements for March 15th, 2026 

Weekly Devotion Help for March 22nd, 2026:  The "Hymn of the Day" (HOD) 
for next Sunday is LSB 430 "My Song Is Love Unknown". Go to 
https://www.zionkearney.com/worship to access a Bible study based on the 
hymn. We are also taking part in our synod's "Memory Verse Challenge" as we 
all memorize the same Bible verse each week:  
 

“God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, 
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ — by grace you have been saved.” - Ephesians 2:4–5 

Easter Lilies: It’s time to sign up for Easter Lilies! Lilies are $13 each. The form 
is available in the narthex during worship services (Wednesday’s and Sunday’s). 
It will be in the office during the rest of the week. 
 

  

This Week at Zion 

Sun 3/15 9:00a 
10:30a 
10:30a 

 
5:00p  

Divine Service  
Adult Bible Study & Sunday School 
Radio Broadcast  
   1460AM & 92.1FM 
Divine Service 

Mon 3/16 Birthdays Eleanor Davis 

Tues 3/17 1:30p 
7:00p  

Sleeping Mats 
Church Council 

Wed 3/18 8:30a 
4:30p 
5:30p 
6:00p 
7:00p    

Chapel 
Midweek Bible Stories 
Lent Meal 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 
Lent Service 

Thurs 3/19  
7:00p 

No School – Spring Break 
Men’s Bible Class 

Fri 3/20  
Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

No School – Office Open 9a-1p 
Mike & Kim Wilkens 
Dale Johnson 
David Musfelt 
Lauren Starkey 

Sat 3/21 
  

Sun 3/22 9:00a 
10:30a 
10:30a 

 
5:00p  

Birthdays 

Divine Service  
Adult Bible Study & Sunday School 
Radio Broadcast  
   1460AM & 92.1FM 
Divine Service 
Harper Florang 
Boyd Millsap 

https://www.zionkearney.com/worship


Midweek Lent Services: The Board of Education will be serving dinner at 5:30p 
in the Fellowship Hall. A service follows at 7:00p. This Wednesday, Pastor 
Whitney will preach about why Jesus coming to us as a human was necessary 
for our salvation. 
 

1st Quarter Missions: The first quarter (January-March) missions will support 
Lutherans for Life. To donate to this worthy cause, you give online via ACH or 
use a specially marked envelope located in the narthex. Either way, please 
clearly designate your gift to this mission. Life Sunday is a perfect opportunity 
to make a gift.  
 

SCHOOL NEWS  

 

PEACE Auction Thank You: Deepest appreciation to everyone who played a 
part in this year’s auction. It’s a success because of you all! 
 
Spring Break: There will be no school Thursday and Friday, March 19th & 20th. 
Enjoy! 
 
Plant Sale: We have started our annual plant sale! Orders are due by April 1st! 
Make sure your customers sign up for a pick up time as well. Extra forms are in 
the office! 
 

Apple Mart Register Receipts: Save receipts dated September 1, 2025 through 
March 31, 2026. With the register receipts, Zion earns points for dollars spent 
at Apple Market. The points are redeemed for school items. It is easy to earn 
money for your school! Turn in the receipts in the blue box by the south door 
at Zion or at Apple Market. If you have any questions please stop by the office.   

 

 


