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Introduction
There aren’t many accounts in Scripture concerning twelve-
year-olds. In God’s Word much space is devoted to the 
writings and goings-on of adults. Jesus Himself draws our 
attention to just how precious infants and small children 
are to the heart of God. But preteens and adolescents? They 
seem to be seriously under- represented.

Oh, there are a few examples: David, when he goes to 
fight Goliath, is described as “a youth” (1 Sam. 17:33); there 
is the reckless and heartbreaking vow of Jephthah and its 
deadly effect on his daughter (Judges 11:29–40); and there 
is the twelve-year-old king Manasseh who reigned for 55 
years but whose kingship is summarized in these sad words, 

“And he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord” (2 Kings 
21:1–2).

So we are a bit surprised and refreshed to find another 
twelve-year-old making the pages of Scripture. That there is 
a hymn written about an adolescent is even more amazing. 
Today’s hymn has us sing of the most famous preteen of all 
— Jesus, the Son of Mary, the Son of God.

	❚ What other examples from Scripture can you think of in 
which young people are highlighted?

	❚ What are the benefits to the whole people of God when 
biblical accounts that include young people are taught?

Exploring the Scriptures
Many Christians know the events surrounding the first 
days and weeks of Jesus’ life: the announcement by Gabriel, 
Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, His circumcision on the eighth 
day, at 40 days His presentation in the temple, and the 
adoration of the Magi. St. Luke then writes, “And the child 
grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor 
of God was upon him” (Luke 2:40). Silence. Then there is 
silence for the next 12 years.

	❚ Why is Scripture silent on most of Jesus’ childhood?

	❚ According to Eccl. 12:1–7, what is the benefit of youth? 
When a young person knows God, for what things in life 
does such knowledge prepare him or her?

The Holy Gospel appointed for today opens one small win-
dow into the life of Jesus. Read Luke 2:41–52.

	❚ In verse 41, what piece of information do we learn about 
the family of Jesus? In what ways is this information of 
great importance to understanding Jesus’ ministry?

When Mary and Joseph could not find Jesus, St. Luke 
first records what they did. Not until later are we told how 
they felt.

	❚ What feelings of Mary and Joseph are described in 
verse 48?

In verse 49 Jesus speaks of His “Father,” and in verse 51 we 
are told Jesus returned to Nazareth with “them,” that is, 
Joseph and Mary.

	❚ In what ways does Jesus demonstrate He can perfectly 
live in the tension of the summary of the first three 
commandments, “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your might” (Deut. 6:5) and the Fourth Commandment, 
“Honor your father and mother” (Deut. 5:16)?

Exploring the Hymn
Background
What an honor it would be to rub elbows with the theo-
logical doctors of the Church and serve the monarch of 
the nation. That was the life of James Russell Woodford 
(1820–1885), this hymn’s author. As a priest in the Church 
of England, Woodford showed exemplary scholarship and 
pastoral wisdom. His exceptional gifts led to service as an 
Honorary Chaplain to Queen Victoria.

Education was a particular focus of Woodford’s, and he 
established a theological college where 12 students lived 
and were trained for work in the Church. His contributions 
to commentaries and sermon collections indicate that 
Woodford took seriously the study of God’s Word. He delved 
into Scripture so that the living Word would be heard and 
read by many.

	❚ How might the facts above have contributed to 
Woodford’s interest in Luke 2:41–52?
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It is easy to see why the account of Jesus in the middle of 
the teachers of the temple would catch Woodford’s interest 
and set into motion his poetic pen. Not only did Woodford 
write theology that could be read in biblical commentaries 
and heard in sermon collections, but he also wrote theology 
that could be sung.

Text
Through the omission of one of the original stanzas, the 
framework of this hymn is now neatly divided into three 
sets of two stanzas each. In stanzas 1 and 2 Woodford pro-
vides a straightforward description of the scene. The first 
words of the hymn — “Within the Father’s house” — make 
us curious to know who is in the house and what kind of 
house this is.

	❚ Compare the details of the first two stanzas with the text 
of Luke 2:41–52. Which specifics did Woodford include? 
Which did he choose to omit?

Throughout Jesus’ ministry His message of forgive- ness 
will be at odds with the religious leaders and teachers of 
the Law.

	❚ Which word in stanza 2 does Woodford choose 
to indicate the Gospel content of Jesus’ questions 
and answers?

Stanzas 3 and 4 get to the heart of the matter. In stanza 4 
Woodford uses the word “epiphany,” which means to make 
manifest or to show brightly.

	❚ Connect the use of “veil” in stanza 3 with the curtain or 
veil in Luke 23:45. What is the “secret of the Lord” that is 
finally shown to the world?

After singing the objective statements of stanzas 1–4 the 
hearer, the singer, is brought personally into the account of 
Jesus in the temple through the use of the pronouns “our” 
and “us” and “we.” The truths of this hymn are now appro-
priated to us. Stanza 5 moves directly into stanza 6; there is 
no punctuation dividing them.

	❚ Read 1 Cor. 13:12. For what does Woodford have us pray 
in the last two stanzas? When — and where — will this 
finally be fulfilled?

Making the Connection
In His ministry Jesus is found in the temple during another 
Passover. First read John 2:13–20 and then read 1 Cor. 6:19.

	❚ Discuss how the Holy Spirit uses the Word of God and the 
water of Baptism to connect you who are described as “a 
temple of the Holy Spirit” to Jesus, the temple incarnate.

Luther writes in the Large Catechism: “We always teach 
that the Sacraments and all outward things that God 
ordains and institutes should not be considered according 

to the coarse, outward mask, the way we look at a nutshell. 
But we respect them because God’s Word is included in 
them” (LC IV, 19).

	❚ Keeping in mind the words of Luther above and the 
proper Lutheran understanding of the means of “grace” 
(st. 5), how are Baptism, Absolution, and the Lord’s 
Supper each a “dim revealing” of the Lord who visits your 
soul and yet also a clear epiphany of God’s grace to you?

In Closing
Read again Luke 2:49. These are the first spoken words of 
Jesus to be recorded in St. Luke’s Gospel. Begin to think of 
young people you know who need direction to seek Jesus in 
the Father’s house.

	❚ Sing or read together LSB 410, “Within the Father’s House.”

Prayer 
Gracious Father, Your Son grew in wisdom and stature and 
in favor with God and all people. Bless, guide, and govern 
the children and young people of Your Church by Your Holy 
Spirit, that they may grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
Your Word. Grant that they may serve You well and useful-
ly, developing their talents not for their own sakes but to 
Your glory and for the welfare of their neighbor. Protect and 
defend them from all danger and harm, giving Your holy 
angels charge over them; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen (For young persons, LSB, 315).
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