The Spirit Anointed Christ for Mercy
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…to Give Sight to the Blind
This evening we continue to focus on God’s mercy in Christ, who was anointed as our Prophet, Priest, and King and who proclaims the mercy of God in Word and deed. God’s Word reminds us that as Christ has given us mercy, we are to be merciful. Tonight we focus on how Jesus came “to Give Sight to the Blind.” 
Lenten Vespers IV
(Lutheran Service Book: 229-234)
( OPENING RESPONSES
p 229
( Psalm 146 (spoken together)
1 Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord, O my soul!
2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
    I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

3 Put not your trust in princes,
    in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
4 When his breath departs, he returns to the earth;
    on that very day his plans perish.

5 Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
    whose hope is in the Lord his God,
6 who made heaven and earth,
    the sea, and all that is in them, 

    who keeps faith forever;
7 who executes justice for the oppressed,
    who gives food to the hungry.

    The Lord sets the prisoners free;
8 the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
    The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
    the Lord loves the righteous.
9 The Lord watches over the sojourners;
    he upholds the widow and the fatherless,
    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

10 The Lord will reign forever,
    your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the Lord!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son…
( # 744 

Amazing Grace


( OLD TESTAMENT: 


Jeremiah 5:20-25
( EPISTLE: 
 
2 Peter 1:3-11
P: This is the Word of the Lord.



C: Thanks be to God. 
( GOSPEL:  


St. Matthew 9:27-31 

( LENTEN RESPONSORY




p 231
( # 765 ~ 


God Moves in a Mysterious Way 
( SERMON: 
The Spirit Anointed Christ to Give Sight to the Blind
( CANTICLE: MAGNIFICAT ~ Song of Mary


p 231
( OFFERING 
( KYRIE + PRAYER





p 233
P: 
Generous sight-giving Lord, You have blessed us richly with life and have provided all things needed to sustain it. You have freed us from the blindness of sin, the nearsightedness of the devil’s lies, and the darkness of death. Accept our gifts, and grant us humility to use our blessings wisely, honoring You and faithfully serving in Your kingdom. We pray in Your name, Lord Jesus, light of light.
C: 
Amen.

P: 
Lord Jesus, we bring before You the foolishness and failures of our lives. When these keep us from honoring You,

C: 
Open the eyes of our hearts; deliver us from our blindness.
P: 
When our own agendas lead us down wayward paths where we, and our blind guides, fall into the ditch, 
C: 
Open the eyes of our hearts; deliver us from our blindness.
P: 
When self-centeredness takes control of our hearts and blinds us to the needs of others and Your call to lead merciful lives,

C: 
Open the eyes of our hearts; deliver us from our blindness.
P: 
In Your wisdom, Lord Jesus, guide our rulers in the way of justice and peace, even though they will all fade away. Bless the blind with doctors who can improve or restore their vision.  Give them visitors and pastors who comfort them in Your name.  According to your gracious will, open the eyes of those who cannot see.  Grant us the hearts and the means to help the blind and others who are in need. Remember, O Lord, those Christians who are persecuted or who languish in prison, and free them to return to their home and family. In Your mercy grant healing to those who are sick, comfort to those who grieve, and rest to those who are weary.

C: 
We pray all of this in Your name, Lord Jesus. Amen.

P:
Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
( LORD’S PRAYER
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( BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION



p 234
( # 887 ~ 



Now the Light Has Gone Away

POSTLUDE

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