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The Spirit Anointed Christ To Free the Bruised

This evening we continue to focus on God’s mercy in Christ, who was anointed as our Prophet, Priest, and King and who proclaims the mercy of God in Word and deed. God’s Word reminds us that as Christ has given us mercy, we are to be merciful. Tonight we focus on how Jesus came “to Free the Bruised.” 
Lenten Vespers V
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Rock of Ages


( OLD TESTAMENT: 



Isaiah 42:1-9
P: This is the Word of the Lord.



C: Thanks be to God.
( EPISTLE: 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
P: This is the Word of the Lord.



C: Thanks be to God. 
( GOSPEL:  


St. Matthew 12:15b-21 

( LENTEN RESPONSORY
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Jesus Grant that Balm and Healing 
( SERMON: 
The Spirit Anointed Christ to Free the Bruised
( CANTICLE: MAGNIFICAT ~ Song of Mary
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( OFFERING 
( KYRIE + LORD’S PRAYER +  PRAYER
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P: 
Gracious Lord, You have blessed us richly with life and have provided all things needed to sustain it. You have healed the bruised and broken by bruising and breaking Your Son on a cross. You allowed the devil to bruise Him that He might crush the devil’s head. Even though we are broken by sadness, by thinking too much of ourselves or not enough, by our sins of thoughts and desires and words and deeds, You haven’t broken us or snuffed us out. Accept our gifts, and grant us humility to use our blessings wisely, honoring You and faithfully serving in Your kingdom. We pray in Your name, Lord Jesus, light of light.
C: 
Amen.

P: 
Lord Jesus, we bring before You the foolishness and failures of our lives. When these keep us from honoring You, help us to remember that,
C: 
A bruised reed You will not break, and a smoldering wick You will not snuff out, till You lead justice to victory and in Your name the nations will put their hope.
P: 
When our own agendas lead us into depression and sorrow, when our self-centeredness bruises us and our consciences are broken, help us remember that,
C: 
A bruised reed You will not break, and a smoldering wick You will not snuff out, till You lead justice to victory and in Your name the nations will put their hope.
P: 
When self-centeredness takes control of our hearts and instead of being a light to the world around us we smolder and stink, help us to remember that,
C: 
A bruised reed You will not break, and a smoldering wick You will not snuff out, till You lead justice to victory and in Your name the nations will put their hope.
P: 
In Your wisdom, Lord Christ, guide our rulers in the way of justice and peace even though they may be broken and bruised as are we. Bless the broken and bruised with doctors and caregivers with insight into their needs. Give them visitors and pastors who comfort in Your name. Comfort those suffering from mental illness and depression, those battling addiction and abuse, and if it be Your will, free them from the tyranny of their ills. If not, give us the hearts and the means to help them in their trials. Give us servant hearts and the mind of Christ. In Your mercy grant healing to those who are sick, comfort to those who grieve, and rest to those who are weary.
C: 
We pray all of this in Your name, Lord Jesus. Amen.

( BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION



p 234
( # 878 ~ 





Abide with Me
POSTLUDE

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