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Zion Lutheran Church – Funeral Planning Form

Biographical Information

	Full Name:
	Education?

	Nickname:
	

	Address:
	

	Date Born:
	Work?

	Place Born:
	

	Father:
	

	Mother:
	

	Date Baptized:
	Service to the Church?

	Place Baptized:
	

	Date Confirmed:
	

	Place Confirmed:
	

	Date Married:
	Service to the Community or Organizations?

	Place Married:
	

	Spouse’s Name:
	

	Date of death:
	

	Place of death:
	

	Preceded in death by (name and relation):
	Major life events, hobbies, and interests?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Funeral Planning 
	Service Selections  (see options handout)

	Contact at time of death:
	Pre-service music/hymns:

	Contact #
	

	Funeral home:
	Processional Hymn:

	Funeral home location:
	Use the Funeral Pall (cf. Romans 6:1-10)?

	Funeral home phone #:
	The Psalm:

	Arrangement meeting date/time:
	Old Testament:

	First viewing date/time:
	Gradual or Gradual Hymn:

	General viewing dates/times:
	The Epistle:

	Family receiving dates/times:
	The Gospel:

	Flower arrangements:
	Sermon Hymn:

	Funeral service location:
	Recessional Hymn:

	Funeral service date/time:
	Confirmation verse?

	Cemetery& Location:
	Luncheon or dessert following service?

	Cemetery Lot #:
	Number of family attending meal?

	Memorials designated to:
	Other hymns or service notes:

	
	


(      (     (
Surviving Family
	Name




	Relation
	City, State
	Ph. #

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Funeral Service Participants

	
	Name 
	Phone #

	Minister
	Rev. James H. DeLoach
	308-627-5260 (m); 234-3410 (w)

	Minister
	Rev. Doug Gaunt
	308-455-0552 (m); 234-3410 (w)

	Organist
	
	

	Soloist
	
	

	Pallbearer
	
	

	Pallbearer
	
	

	Pallbearer
	
	

	Pallbearer
	
	

	Pallbearer
	
	

	Pallbearer
	
	

	Pallbearer
	
	

	Pallbearer
	
	

	Pallbearer
	
	

	Honorary
	
	

	Honorary
	
	

	Honorary
	
	

	Honorary
	
	

	Honorary
	
	


Honorary 

	
	
	


Notes: 

Zion Lutheran Church & School

2421 Avenue C ● Kearney, NE  68847-0778 ● 308-234-3410 (church)
Pr. James DeLoach: 308-627-5260 ●  Pr. Doug Gaunt: 308-455-0552 
james.deloach@zionkearney.org ●   www.zionkearney.com
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Funeral Service Planning Options
Before the Service

· The family arrives for the flower card reading, opportunity to share favorite memories, poems, etc. about the deceased (typically 1 hour before service in sanctuary)
· Pall Bearers are asked to arrive about ½ an hour before the service begins.
· After the card reading family visitation continues in the parish hall 
· Pre-service music or hymns (see hymn list or simply ask organist to select):

· Family assembles in parish hall for pre-service prayer and the processional (five minutes prior)

The Funeral Service

· The psalms, hymns, and readings in boldface are those that have been commonly used in the Funeral Service.

Ringing of Chimes 

Processional Hymn (See list of suggested hymns): ______________________________________________

Invocation

Remembrance of Holy Baptism (The casket may be covered with a funeral pall as a symbol of baptism.)
The Psalm (select one): 

The following psalms may be used at the Introit, Gradual, or during the Service of Commendation.

Psalm 16 (antiphon: verse 11a)


You have made known to me the path of life

Psalm 17:6–15 (antiphon: verse15b)

When I awake I will be satisfied

Psalm 23 (antiphon: verse 4)


I walk through the valley of the shadow of death


Psalm 25:1–5, 15–20 (antiphon: verse 20a)
Guard my life and rescue me

Psalm 27 (antiphon: verse 13b)


I will see the goodness of the Lord

Psalm 31:7–24 (antiphon: verse 5a)

Into your hands I commit my spirit

Psalm 34:1–9 (antiphon: verse 9)

Fear the Lord, you his saints

Psalm 39:4–13 (antiphon: verse 7)

What do I look for? My hope is in you

Psalm 42 (antiphon: 43:3b)


Let them bring me to your holy mountain

Psalm 46 (antiphon: verse 7)


The Lord Almighty is with us

Psalm 63:1–8 (antiphon: verse 1b)

My souls thirst for you, my body longs for you

Psalm 65:1–8 (antiphon: verse 4a)

Blessed is the man you choose and bring near

Psalm 71:14–24 (antiphon: verse 20b)

You will restore my life again from the depths

Psalm 73:23–28 (antiphon: verse 24)

Afterward you will take me into glory

Psalm 84 (antiphon: verse 4)


Blessed are those who dwell in your house

Psalm 90 (antiphon: verse 14a)


Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love

Psalm 102 (antiphon: verse 28a)


The children of your servants will live 

Psalm 103:1–18 (antiphon: verse 4)

He redeems my life from the pit

Psalm 116:1–9, 15 (antiphon: verse 15)

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death

Psalm 118: 1–21 (antiphon: verse 20)

This is the gate of the Lord

Psalm 121 (antiphon: verse 2)


My help comes from the Lord

Psalm 122 (antiphon: verse 1b)


Let us go to the house of the Lord

Psalm 126 (antiphon: verse 5)


Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy

Psalm 130 (antiphon: verse 1)


Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord

Psalm 139 (antiphon: verse 18b)


When I awake I am still with you

Psalm 143 (antiphon: verse 11a)


For your name's sake, O Lord, preserve my life

Psalm 146 (antiphon: verse 2a)


I will praise the Lord all my life

The Kyrie + The Salutation  + The Collect of the Day

Old Testament Reading (select one): 

2 Samuel 12:15–23

King David looks to the resurrection of his son

1 Kings 17:17–24
Elijah raises the widow's son

2 Kings 4:18–37
Elisha raises the Shunamite's son

Job 5:6–7, 17–26
Job's friend speaks of the Lord's wounding and healing

Job 14:1–17
Job speaks of his mortality

Job 19:21–27
Job confesses his faith in the resurrection

Ecclesiastes 12:1–7
Remember your Creator

Isaiah 25:6–9
The Lord God will swallow up death forever

Isaiah 26:1–4, 19
Your dead will live

Isaiah 35:3–10
Sorrow and sighing will flee away

Isaiah 40:6–11
He tends his flock like a shepherd

Isaiah 40:27–31
He gives strength to the weary

Isaiah 43:1–3a, 25
Fear not, you are mine

Isaiah 46:3–4
Even to your old age I will sustain you

Isaiah 49:13–16
I will not forget you

Isaiah 53:1–12
The man of sorrows

Isaiah 57:1–2
The righteous find rest

Isaiah 61:1–3, 10
To comfort all who mourn

Isaiah 65:17–25
New heavens and a new earth

Jeremiah 31:15–17
Rachel mourns for her children

Lamentations 3:22–33
His compassions never fail

Daniel 12:1–3
Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake

These readings may be used during the Easter season when the 3–year lectionary is followed.

Acts 2:14a, 22–32
God raised Jesus from the dead

Acts 9:36–42
Peter raises Dorcus from the dead

Acts 10:34–43
God raised Jesus from the dead 

Acts 13:26–33a
God raised Jesus from the dead

The Gradual (based on Ps. 121, omit if used above or replaced with another hymn)

P: I lift up my eyes to the hills—


C: where does my help come from?

P: My help comes from the Lord,


C: the maker of heaven and earth.

P: The Lord will keep your going out and coming in
C: from this time forth and forevermore.

The Epistle Reading (select one):

Romans 5:1–11
Christ died for us

Romans 5:17–21
Justification brings life for all

Romans 6:3–10
Baptized into Christ's death and resurrection

Romans 8:14–23
We share in Christ's sufferings and glory

Romans 8:31–39
Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ

Romans 14:7–9
Whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord

1 Corinthians 15:20–26
In Christ all will be made alive

1 Corinthians 15:51–57
Death is swallowed up in victory

2 Corinthians 4:13–18
The one who raised Jesus from the dead will raise us

2 Corinthians 5:1–10
Away from the body and at home with the Lord

Philippians 3:8–11
Knowing Christ and the power of his resurrection

Philippians 3:20–21
Our citizenship is in heaven

Colossians 3:1–4
You have been raised with Christ

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18
The dead in Christ will rise first

2 Timothy 2:8–13
If we died with him, we will also live with him

2 Timothy 4:6–8
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race

Hebrews 2:14–18
By his death he destroyed death

Hebrews 4:6–11
The Sabbath rest of God

Hebrews 11:1–2, 13–16
We are aliens and strangers on earth

Hebrews 12:1–3
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus

Hebrews 13:12–14, 20–21
The God of peace who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus

James 4:13–17
What is your life?

1 Peter 1:3–9
A living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ

1 John 3:1–2
We shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is

Revelation 7:9–17
Standing before the throne in front of the Lamb

Revelation 14:13
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord

Revelation 19:4–9
Blessed are those invited to the wedding of the Lamb

Revelation 21:1–7
A new heaven and a new earth

Revelation 22:1–5
The Lord God will give them light 

Alleluia Verse (may speak responsively or have congregation sing alleluia; alternate verse used during Lent)

“Alleluia, alleluia.  Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be glory and power forever.  Alleluia.”

The Gospel (select one):

Matthew 2:13–20

Herod tried to kill Jesus and murders the Holy Innocents

Matthew 5:1–12
God's saints are blessed

Matthew 11:25–30
Rest for the weary

Matthew 18:1–5, 10
Unless you become like little children

Matthew 25:1–13
Jesus, the heavenly bridegroom comes

Matthew 25:31–40
Come, take your inheritance prepared for you

Matthew 27:45–54, 28:1–6
Jesus' death and resurrection

Mark 5:35–43
Jesus raises the daughter of Jairus

Mark 10:13–16
Little children are brought to Jesus (appropriate at the death of a young child)

Mark 15:33–39, 16:1–6
Jesus' death and resurrection

Luke 2:25–32
Lord, let your servant go in peace

Luke 2:36–28
Anna spoke to all looking forward to the redemption

Luke 7:11–17
Jesus raises the young man of Nain

Luke 12:16–21
This very night your life will be demanded from you

Luke 16:19–31
The angels carried him to Abraham's side

Luke 23:33, 39–43
Today you will be with me in paradise

Luke 23:44–49, 24:1–6a
Jesus' death and resurrection

John 3:16–18
God so loved the world

John 4:46–53
Come down before my child dies

John 5:24–30
He has crossed over from death to life

John 6:27–40
I will raise him up at the last day

John 6:51–58
Whoever eats my flesh has eternal life

John 10:11–16
I am the Good Shepherd

John 10:27–30
I give them eternal life

John 11:17–27
I am the resurrection and the life

John 11:32–45
Lazarus, come out!

John 12:23–28
Who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life

John 14:1–6
I am the way, the truth, and the life

John 19:17–18, 25–30
Jesus' death

The Apostles’ Creed

Sermon Hymn (see list of suggested hymns): ___________________________________________________

The Sermon

The Prayer of the Church and The Lord’s Prayer

The Nunc Dimittis and the Concluding Collect

Benedicamus and Benediction

The Recessional Hymn (see list of hymns): ____________________________________________________

The Postlude

The Committal Service

The Procession to the Grave


(Selected Scripture verses may be read during the procession or at the graveside)

The Prayer at the Graveside

The Scripture Reading

The Committal

The Lord’s Prayer

The Prayer of Thanks 

    (Ordinarily we sing two verses of “Abide With Me” at the graveside; pastor sings & and others may join.)
The Closing Responses and Blessing

P:
Christ is risen!




C: 
He is risen indeed!

P:
Let us go forth in peace



C:
In the name of the Lord.

P:
The Lord Almighty direct all our days and deeds in His + peace.


C:
Amen.

HYMNS FOR A CHRISTIAN FUNERAL SERVICE

As you select your hymns you will want to choose those that confess your (or your loved ones) Christian faith to those who survive, especially the victory that is ours in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The funeral service suggests hymns for the following: Entrance Hymn, Sermon Hymn, and during the Procession leaving the church.  Additional hymns may also be sung in place of the “Gradual” between the bible readings and during the graveside service (a cappella).  Several appropriate options are listed below.  Please choose at least one EASTER hymn and one or two others:
	LUTHERAN FUNERAL HYMNS
	LSB
	LUTHERAN FUNERAL HYMNS
	LSB

	Abide With Me
	878
	Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure
	533

	A Mighty Fortress
	656
	Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won
	490

	All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name
	549
	Jesus Sinners Doth Receive
	609

	All Who Believe and Are Baptized
	601
	Jesus, Refuge of the Weary
	423

	Amazing Grace
	744
	Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me
	715

	At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing
	633
	Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness
	563

	Behold a Host, Arrayed in White
	676
	Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now (open)
	902

	Built on the Rock
	645
	Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
	655

	By All Your Saints in Warfare (vs. 1,4,3)
	517
	My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
	575

	By Grace I'm Saved
	566
	Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
	465

	Christ is Arisen
	459
	Now Rest beneath Night's Shadow
	880

	Christ Jesus Lay in Death's Strong Bands
	458
	O Christ, Our Hope, Our Hearts' Desire
	553

	Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia
	463
	Oh, How Blest Are They
	679

	Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
	487
	Oh, Love, How Deep
	544

	Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice
	556
	Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices
	811

	For All the Saints
	677
	Our God, Our Help in Ages Past
	733

	For Me to Live Is Jesus
	742
	Salvation unto Us Has Come
	555

	Glory Be to Jesus
	433
	Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise 
	917

	God Loved the Word So That He Gave
	571
	The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us
	514

	He’s Risen, He’s Risen
	480
	The Day of Resurrection
	478

	How Great Thou Art
	801
	The King of Love My Shepherd Is
	709

	How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds
	524
	The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done
	464

	I Am Jesus' Little Lamb
	740
	This Joyful Eastertide
	482

	I Know that My Redeemer Lives
	461
	Thy Strong Word
	578

	If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee
	750
	We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died
	429

	Jerusalem, My Happy Home
	673
	Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me
	756

	Jesus Christ is Risen Today
	457
	Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones
	670

	Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense
	741
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